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EXECUTIVE SUI_,I_Y ,i

The Food and Nutrition Service has conducted periodic surveys of

food stamp households to determine the characteristics and

circumstances of program beneficiaries. This report presents the

results of the most recent survey of about 11,000 participating
households in the 50 States and the District of Columbia. The

report has two objectives: to describe the economic and

demographic circumstances of food stamp households in the winter

of 1988 and to examine changes in these circumstances from summer
to winter. 1

Slightly over 19.0 million people a month received food stamp
benefits in the United States in the winter of 1988. At the time

these data were gathered:

o Nearly 92 percent of all food stamp households had a

total gross income that was equal to or less than the

official poverty guidelines; 36 percent were below half

the poverty line.

o About 39 percent of all food stamp households also

received benefits under Aid to Families with Dependent

Children (AFDC). Twenty-one percent had earned income.

Over 20 percent of all households received Social

Security or Railroad Retirement benefits; nearly

21 percent received Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

o The average deduction from gross income was $213 per

month. The most frequent deduction--other than the

standard deduction available to every household--was for
excess shelter costs, claimed by over 71 percent of

all food stamp households.

o The average monthly food stamp benefit was $130 per

household or $48 per person.

o Almost 19 percent of all food stamp households had no

net income after taking the allowable deductions from

gross income , and thus received the maximum allowable
benefit.

1For this winter 1988 report, winter refers to the average

of data for January and February 1988. Summer refers to the
average of data for July and August 1987.



o When food stamp benefits were counted along with cash

income, the percentage of food stamp households below

half the poverty line fell from 36 percent to 13

percent.

o The average food stamp household included 2.7 people,
but there was substantial variation among different

household types. For instance, an average of 3.9 people

constituted a household where school-age children were

present, while households with elderly members averaged

only 1.5 persons. Fifty-three percent of all food stamp

households contained only one or two people.

o Almost 74 percent of the heads of food stamp households
were women.

o About 51 percent of all the people participating in the

Food Stamp Program (FSP) were children (less than 18

years old). Another 8 percent were elderly (60 years

old or older).

o Twenty percent of all food stamp households had at least
one elderly member. Ninety-one percent of all elderly

participants lived alone or with one other person

(usually elderly as well).

A comparison of survey data from summer 1987 with the results of

the current survey shows that:

o Average monthly gross income increased from $426 per
household in summer 1987 to $434 in the winter 1988.

o The percentage of households with gross income below

half the poverty line fell from 39 percent to 36

percent.

o The average value of total deductions increased from

$205 to $213, and average net income also increased from
$239 to $243.

o The average monthly food stamp benefit increased from
$120 per household to $130.
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INTRODUCTION

The Food Stamp Program (FSP) is a nationwide program that helps

low-income families and individuals buy the foods they need to
maintain a nutritious diet. This assistance is in the form of

coupons that can be redeemed for food in authorized food stores,

thus increasing the purchasing power of low-income households.

The program is authorized by Congress, administered nationally by

the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food and Nutrition Service

(FNS), and operated by State welfare agencies and their local

offices. During fiscal year 1988, in an average month, about

18.7 million people received food stamp benefits, at a total

annual program cost of $12.3 billion.

Since food stamp benefits add to the resources available to low-

income households, the FSP can be considered part of the Federal

income maintenance system. It is distinct from other income

maintenance programs in two important ways. First, it is

designed to provide nutritional assistance to low-income

households. Thus, program benefits--the food stamps--can be used

only to buy food. Second, the program is distinguished by the

absence of categorical restrictions on eligibility and
participation. Unlike Aid to Families with Dependent Children

(AFDC) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI), for example,

programeligibility is not limited to specific types of people
(parents W'ith dependent children, the elderly, or the disabled).

Instead, the FSP is available to all who meet the income and

resource standards set by Congress. Thus, program participants

represent a broad spectrum of the low-income population.

FNS has conducted periodic surveys of food stamp households to

determine the characteristics and circumstances of program

beneficiaries. This report presents the results of a survey of

11,000 participating households in the 50 States and the District

of Columbia. The report has two objectives: to describe the

economic and demographic circumstances of food stamp participants

in the winter of 1988 and to examine changes in these
circumstances from summer 1987.

Chapter 1 provides an overview of the structure, size, and
economic context of the FSP in the winter of 1988. Chapter 2

describes winter 1988 food stamp household circumstances in some

detail, while Chapter 3 looks at trends in household

circumstances and caseload composition from summer to winter by

comparing the summer 1987 sample with winter 1988. Appendix A

presents an extensive set of detailed tabulations of household

characteristics in the winter of 1988. The other appendixes to

this report contain supplemental tables, a brief description of

the sample design, and a discussion on the sampling error of the

e§timates presented in this report.



CHAPTER 1: AN OVERVIEW OF THE FOOD STANP PROGRAM

The number and characteristics of households participating in the

Food Stamp Program (FSP) vary somewhat over time. Several

factors contribute to these variations. Legislative changes to

eligibility requirements are partially responsible. The economic

status of the Nation as well as underlying demographic trends may

also affect the program's level of participation and

characteristics of participating households. This chapter

provides some background on the general circumstances of the FSP
in the winter of 1988.

The chapter begins with an overview of program changes between
the summer of 1987 and the winter of 1988 and a review of

eligibility requirements. This is followed by a brief summary of

total program participation and costs as well as economic

conditions in fiscal year 1988.

Program Changes Since the Previous Fiscal Year

The FSP was affected by legislation implemented in fiscal

year 198S_ First, the Immigration Refo rm and Control Act allowed

special agricultural workers in temporary resident status to

apply for food stamps beginning June 1, 1987. Second, the

Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act made the following

provisions: it allowed families with minor children living with

either the parent's parents or siblings to form a separate

household; it moved the income eligibility annual adjustments

from July 1 to October 1 of each year; it increased the shelter

deduction cap to $164; it excluded third-party housing assistance

payments from income; and it expanded categories of households
eligible for expedited services. Third, the Older Americans Act

Amendments excluded Community Service Employment Program funds as

income for food stamp purposes. Finally, the Charitable
Assistance and Food Bank Act of 1987 excluded charitable

contributions up to $300 a quarter as income for food stamp
purposes.

Proqram Eliqibility Requirements

The Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, defines the group of
people who comprise a household for food stamp purposes and sets

uniform criteria for their eligibility. These criteria include a
gross and net income limit, a resource limit, and a variety of

nonfinancial criteria. Each of these is discussed briefly below.



Income Eligibility Standards

To be eligible for food stamps, the gross monthly income of most

households had to be at or below 130 percent of the Federal

poverty guidelines ($14,560 annually for a family of four), and

their net income had to be at or below 100 percent of the Federal

poverty guidelines ($11,200 annually for a family of four). 1

Households with an elderly or disabled member were subject only
to the net income test described below. Gross income included

all cash payments to the households with the exception of a few

specific types excluded by law or regulation (such as loans,

nonrecurring lump sum payments, and reimbursement of certain

expenses). The following deductions were then subtracted from

the household's gross monthly income to determine its net income:

o A standard deduction adjusted periodically to reflect

changes in the cost of living. The standard deduction was

$102 in the 48 contiguous States and the District of
Columbia in the winter of 1988.

o An earned income deduction for working households equal to

20 percent of the combined earnings of household members.

o A dependent care deduction for the expenses involved in

caring for children or other dependents while household

members worked or sought employment. The maximum value
which could be claimed under this deduction was capped at

$160.

o An excess shelter deduction for those shelter costs (such as

rent, mortgage payments, utility bills, property taxes, and

insurance) that exceeded 50 percent of the household's

income remaining after all other deductions were taken. The

limit in the winter of 1988 for households living in the 48
contiguous States and the District of Columbia was $164. 2

The limit is adjusted periodically to reflect changes in the

lIncome eligibility standards are updated every year. The

figures supplied in this text were effective from July 1, 1987,

through September 30, 1988, for all States and territories except

Alaska and Hawaii, which have higher standards. See appendix C

for the full array of monthly standards.

2Both the standard deduction and ceiling on the value of the
excess shelter deductions in Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, and the Virgin

Islands were adjusted to reflect price differences from the

mainland. See appendix D for the value of each in the winter
of 1988.
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cost of living. Households with an elderly (age 60 or

older) or disabled member were exempted from this limit:

they were entitled to subtract the full value of all shelter

costs greater than 50 percent of their adjusted income.

o A special medical deduction limited to households with an

elderly or disabled member. These households could deduct

all medical costs exceeding $35 incurred by the elderly or

disabled person. Medical expenses reimbursed by insurance

or government programs were not deductible. If a household

contained more than one disabled or elderly person, then it
could deduct the combined medical expenses (for those

disabled or elderly persons) that exceeded the

elderly/disabled's initial $35 charge.

After subtracting these allowable deductions from gross income,

the household's net income was then compared to a table of

monthly income limits based on the official poverty guidelines

published by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

These guidelines vary by household size and are updated annually

to reflect changes in the cost of living. The FSP income limits
were adjusted in July 1987 to correspond to the most recent DHHS

poverty guidelines. In the winter of 1988, a four-person family

living in one of the 48 contiguous States, the District of

Columbia, Guam, or the Virgin Islands could qualify for the

program with a net monthly income of $934 and a gross monthly
income of $1,214 or less. -

Resource Eligibility Standards

The value of a household's assets is also accounted for in

determining program eligibility. Most households were permitted
up to $2,000 in countable resources. Households with at least

one person age 60 or older were allowed up to $3,000. Countable
resources included cash on hand and assets which could easily be

converted to cash, such as money in checking or savings accounts,

savings certificates, stocks or bonds, and lump sum payments.

Assets also included nonliquid assets; however, the family home

and lot, one family vehicle if under $4,500 in value, and tools

of a trade and business property used in earning the family

income were not counted in determining eligibility.

Nonfinancial Eligibility Standards

People could qualify for benefits only as part of a "food stamp

household." The household consists of those persons whose income
and resources are summed to determine program eligibility and

benefits. Many means-tested assistance programs define the

3Separate income limits were computed for Alaska and Hawaii.

See appendix C for the full array for each household size.

4
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household in slightly different ways, largely to target benefits

to particular individuals such as the elderly or children.

In general terms, a food stamp household consisted of an

individual who lived alone or who lived with others but usually

purchased and prepared food separately; and groups of individuals

who lived, purchased food, and prepared meals together.

Individuals without minor children living with their siblings or

parents under age 60 were considered as living in the same

household as their siblings or parents regardless of their food

preparation practices. Also, an individual 60 years or older

(and spouse) who was unable to purchase and prepare meals due to

a permanent disability may constitute a separate household

provided such individual lived with others whose income did not

exceed 165 percent of the poverty level. Some restrictions were

placed on the participation of aliens, students, strikers, and

residents of institutions. The income, resources, and deductible

expenses of all persons in the food stamp household were counted

to determine the household's eligibility for benefits.

The FSP included several provisions to encourage able-bodied

participants to seek and hold jobs. With certain exceptions,

physically and mentally fit food stamp participants had to

register for and accept suitable employment. The exceptions to

this work registration requirement included:

o People under 16 or over 59 years of age.

o People ages 16 and 17 who are not household heads or who are

attending school.

o Caretakers of dependent children less than 6 years old or

incapacitated adults.

o People who were working at least 30 hours per week.

o People subject to the Aid to Family with Dependent Children

(AFDC) program's work requirements.

o People receiving unemployment compensation.

o People who are physically or mentally disabled.

o Participants in drug addiction or alcoholic treatment and

rehabilitation programs.

o Students enrolled at least half-time.

As of April 1987 these work registrants were required to

participate in State Employment and Training (E & T) programs.

Exemptions were given to work registrants who were in their

second or third trimester of pregnancy; were caring for a child

5



if adequate child care was not available; had participated in the

FSP for 30 days or less; or were living in areas with high

unemployment rates. Examples of activities that may be required

of non-exempt work registrants included job search or job search

training; workfare or work experience, or vocational or non-
vocational education.

Furthermore, some applicant household heads were required to

actively participate in job search while their applications were

pending. Additionally, applicant households whose primary wage

earner voluntarily quit a job without good cause were made

ineligible for 90 days.

Benefit Computation

The maximum amount of food stamps a household could receive was

equal to the cost of the Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) in June 1987,

adjusted for household size. The maximum allotments are revised

periodically to reflect changes in the cost of foods included in

the TFP. The maximum allotment for a family of four in the 48

contiguous States and the District of Columbia was $290 per month

during fiscal year 1988. 4

The food stam p benefit issued to each household was based on the

number of Reople in the household and the amount of net income

available after subtracting the allowable deductions. Monthly

benefits were equal to the maximum coupon allotment for that

household less 30 percent of its net income. Benefits were

prorated to the date of application during the initial month of

participation. All one- and two-person households that qualified
for t_e program, however, were guaranteed a minimum benefit of at

least $10 per month (except the initial month on the program).

Food Stamp Program Participation and Costs

Participation in the FSP declined slightly between fiscal years

1981 and 1982. By late 1982, participation had begun to

increase, reaching an historic high level of 22.6 million persons

in March 1983. This peak was followed by a relatively steady

decline in the number of food stamp recipients. With the
exception of seasonal increases during winter months, this

decrease in participation continued through September 1988, at

4Separate plans were developed for selected outlying areas.

The maximum coupon allotments for each household size in the 48

contiguous States, the District of Columbia, and outlying areas
are shown in appendix E.
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which point 18.4 million persons were participating in the FSP

(see fig. 1). This was the lowest level of participation in the
50 States and the District of Columbia since January 1980.

Between fiscal years 1987 and 1988, the average monthly

participation declined 2.1 percent from 19.1 to 18.7 million

persons.

The maximum allotment for a family of four increased 7.0 percent,

from $271 to $290, between the two fiscal years. Total Federal

costs in fiscal year 1988 were $12.3 billion, of which $11.1

billion were issued in benefits. The amount of food stamp

benefits issued in fiscal year 1988 increased by 0.6 percent, or

$642 million from fiscal year 1987. Total program costs,

including State administrative expenses, increased nearly $700

million from $11.7 billion in fiscal year 1987 to $12.4 billion

in fiscal year 1988.

In the winter of 1988, the time period on which the remainder of

this report focuses, average monthly program costs were about
$1.04 billion, of which $938 million were in the form of

benefits. Program data additionally indicate that per-person

benefits in the winter of 1988 averaged $49.87.

An Overview of Economic Developments through 1988

The recession, which began in 1981 and continued through early

1983, was followed by a very rapid, strong recovery beginning in
late 1983 (see table 1). The unemployment rate declined from a

high of 10.7 percent in November and December 1982 to 8.2 percent

in December 1983. By the end of 1988, the unemployment rate had

dropped to 5.2 percent (see fig. 2). The poverty rate increased

from 1982 to 1983, but then declined from 15.2 percent in 1983 to
13.1 percent in 1988 (see table 1).

Inflation dropped significantly from 1982 to 1983 and continued

to decline through 1986 (see table 1). The cost of the TFP for a

family of four increased 3.5 percent from fiscal year 1987 to
1988 compared to an Il-percent increase from September 1979 to

September 1980 and an average increase of 2.9 percent for 1982

through 1988.

7



Figure 1

FSP Average Mon%hly Participation by Individuals
Calendar Ye'ars 1982-1988 by Quarter

(In Miili ons )
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TabLe 1--Major economic indicators, calendar years 1982-1988
(average annual rates in percent)

Economic indicator 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

Real GNP increase a -2.5% 3.6% 6.8% 3.4% 2.7X 3.7_ 4.4%

Productivity tncrease b -0.? 2.4 2.6 2.0 2.3 1.2 1.7

UnempLoymentrate c 9.7 9.6 7.5 7.2 7.0 6.2 5.5

InfLation rate d 6.4 3.9 3.7 3.0 2.6 3.2 3.3

Interest rates e 13.8 12.0 12.7 11.4 9.0 9.4 9.7

Number of persons beLow 100 percent
of poverty Level (in thousands) 34,398 35,303 33,700 33,064 32,370 32,546 31,878
Percentage of total population 15.0X 15.2% 14.4% 14.0% 13.6_ 13.4% 13.1%

a
Percent change from preceding period, table C-2.

b
Percent change in output per hour, nonfarm business sector, table C-47.

c
ALL civilian workers, table C-39.

d
Change in implicit price deflator for gross national product, table C-3.

e
Corporate Aaa bond yield, table C-71.

Source for first five Lines of data: Economic Report of the President, Washington, D.C., February 1990.

Source for tasttwo Lines of data: U.S. Bureau of the. Census, Current PopuLation Reports, Series P-60,
No. 166, Money Income and Poverty Status in the United States: 1988 (Advance Data from the March 1989 Current
PopuLation Survey), Washington, D.C., 1989.



Figure 2

Unemployment Rate for Civilians
Calendar Years 1982 - 1988 by Quarter

Data Seasonally AdjuSted and Averaged over qtrs
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CHAPTER 2: CHARACTERISTICS OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS
If

dj

Slightly over 18.8 million people in almost 7.1 million ]i
households received Food Stamp Program (FSP) benefits in the

winter of 1988. 1 This chapter addresses basic questions about I

the characteristics of these households by looking at their i

income, deductions, benefits, assets, and household composition I

in some detail. The results presented here portray a cross- i

section of the program's caseload. Most of the information deals ii
with characteristics of the entire food stamp household. In some 1
cases, however, characteristics of individual participants are '

also presented. Additional information about each topic can be !_

found in the detailed tabulations of appendix A.
i;

GrossMonthlyIncome I

The average gross income of all participating households in the

50 States and the District of Columbia was $434 per month. 2 Six t

percent reported no gross income in the winter of 1988; about 52

percent reported a monthly income of less than $400 (see fig. 3).

Only 22 Percent had monthly gross income of $600 or more.

The distribution of gross income was heavily influenced by the

large number of small households in the program. Almost

49 percent of all the households with income below $400 were

single-perSon households. About 80 percent of all single-person

households had an income below $400, compared to just 20 percent
of those with at least six members. There were several reasons

for this pattern. The food stamp income eligibility limits vary

with household size, making small households ineligible at lower

incomes than large households. Transfer payments from other
welfare programs also tend to increase with household size.

1The information reported here and in appendix A is limited

to winter 1988 food stamp participants in the 50 States and the
District of Columbia. There were an additional 32,000

participants in Guam and the Virgin Islands. Puerto Rico, which

until July 1982 had participated in the FSP, served participants

through its Nutritiohal Assistance Program, and the Northern

Mariana Islands also participated in a block grant program.

2It should be noted that the statistics reported in this and
subsequent sections are based on information recorded in food

stamp casefiles by State eligibility workers. These figures have

not been corrected for possible underreporting or nonreporting of
income.

11
i
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Figure 3

Distribution of Food Stamp Households
by Monthly Gross and Net Incomes

Winter 1988
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a!!·
One way to account for the influence of household size on gross _i
income is to examine the status of food stamp households with

respect to the official definition of poverty. 3 As shown in _

table 2, about 92 percent of all food stamp households had total I_I!

income that was less than or equal to the poverty line. This

includes about 36 percent who had total income at or below half

the poverty guidelines.

Net Monthly Income

A household's net income was determined by subtracting the t_
standard, earned income, dependent care, medical, and excess 1!
shelter expense from its gross monthly income. The level of net i!

income then determined the household's eligibility and monthly :_

benefit. Average net income was $243 per month in the winter of !
1988. Nearly 19 percent of all households had no net income t
after subtracting the allowable deductions from their gross i

income. Thesehouseholds received the maximum coupon allotment.

Over two out of three participating households had net income i

less than $300 per month and over 92 percent had net income under
$600 a month.

Sources of Income i

As table 3 shows, a large number of food stamp households also
received cash benefits from at least one of the major income

transfer programs (Aid to Families with Dependent Children

(AFDC), Social Security, and Supplemental Security Income (SSI)).
At the same time, there was a substantial number of households that

supplemented limited earnings with food stamp benefits. About

3As noted above, the definition of poverty is adjusted for

household size. The poverty guidelines used by the FSP in the

winter of 1988 are shown in appendix B. A word of caution is in

order when comparisons are made to the poverty population defined

by the Bureau of the Census. Census counts households as poor if
their annual cash income falls belowthe poverty guidelines. In

contrast, households were eligible for food stamps if their

monthly cash income fell below the program's income limits.

Since household income may vary from month to month, a household
may be eligible for food stamps in one month, but ineligible the

next. Therefore, some households eligible for food stamps for

one or more months may have annual incomes above the poverty

line. On the other hand, households with assets worth more than

the food stamp asset limit could be ineligible for food stamps in

any month, although their monthly and annual incomes are well

below the poverty guideline.

13



Table 2--Poverty status of food stamp households, winter 1988

Gross incomeas a Percent of Cumelattve
percentage of poverty all households percenta

50s_or less 36.3 36.3

51to100 55.7 92.0

101to130 7.6 gg.6

131 or more 0.4 100.0

Numberof households (in thousands) 7,071

aDueto rounding, the sumof individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Winter 1988 FoodSta_ Oualtty Control sable.

14



Table 3--HaJor sources of tncomoamongfood stamp households.
winter 1988

(nmabers in thousands)

Source of Income Foodstamp household_S
Number Percent'

Aid to Families with DependentChildren 2.785 32.4

Earningsb 1,458 20.6

Social Security and Ratlroad Retirement 1,451 20.5

Supplemental Security Income 1,471 20.8

Total 7,071

aThesumsof individual incomesources do not add to totals becausehouseholds can receive bloom
from more than one source.

bIncludes wages, salaries, self-emplo_ent, farm income, and earned Incometax credit.

Source:Winter1988FoodStampQualityControlsanM_le. ,.
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80 percent of all households had income from at least one of
these sources.

Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)

Over 39 percent of all food stamp households received AFDC

benefits. On average, these households supplemented $102 from

other sources with a $385 AFDC payment, for a total gross income

of $487 per month. Seventy percent of these households, however,

had no income other than the AFDC grant.

Earned Income

Almost 21 percent of all food stamp households reported earned
income from some source. Households with earned income were

generally larger and had substantially higher income than

nonearners. The average household size for those with earnings

was 3.7 people compared to 2.4 people for other households. For

these households, average earnings amounted to $517 out of an
average gross income of $651 per month compared to $378 for other

households. Fifty-seven percent of households with earned income

reported no income other than earnings.

Social Security and Railroad Retirement

Nearly 21 percent of all food stamp households received income

from Railroad Retirement and Survivors' and Disability Insurance

(also called Social Security) benefits averaging about $338 per

month. About 28 percent of these households had no other source

of income; about 53 percent also received Federal Supplemental

Security Income payments.

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

About 21 percent of all food stamp households received SSI

payments. The average Federal SSI benefit was $241 per month.

This was the only source of income for about 27 percent of these

households. About 52 percent received SSI in combination with

Social Security benefits.

Deductions From Gross Income

i

The Food Stamp Act provides for deductions from gross income when

determining household eligibility and benefits. In the winter of
1988, these included a standard deduction for all households,

earned income and dependent care deductions for employed

households, a medical deduction for the elderly and disabled, and
an excess shelter expense deduction. Each of the dependent care
and excess shelter deductions had limits on the size of the

deduction available to households. Households could claim up to
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a maximum of $160 for the dependent care deduction. The excess I1]!111
shelter deduction limit was $152 for households certified before

October 1, 1987 and $164 for other households, with elderly and ?1

disabled households exempted from either limit.

Almost 80 percent of all food stamp households claimed at least i,i
one deduction other than the standard. The average deduction to rlwhich households were entitled, including the value of the

standard, was $213 per month. The average entitlement for all x
deductions other than the standard was $110 per month. _i

A distinction should be made between a household's deduction i

entitlement and the amount actually used to compute food stamp
benefits. The entitlement is the deduction that a household

would receive on the basis of its earned income, dependent care !!i

costs, shelter Costs, and medical expenses if the total of these i_
allowable deductions was less than its gross income. Because net

income cannot be less than zero, households with total deductions I!

greater than their gross income could only claim a portion of ii
their deduction entitlement. The value of the deductions

actually used in computing household benefits in the winter of _

1988, that is, the difference between average gross and average

net income, was $192, or 90 percent of the average total

deduction entitlement of food stamp households.

The frequency with which the different deductions were claimed
varied considerably. The excess shelter deduction was claimed by

over 71 percent of all participating households. The average

value of the shelter deduction among those who claimed it was

$119 per month. Twenty-three percent of all food stamp r

households (and 33 percent of those claiming the excess shelter
deduction) were affected by the cap placed on the value of the

excess shelter deduction. Households with elderly or disabled

members are not subject to the cap. As a result, 6 percent of

all food stamp households (19 percent of the elderly households)
claimed a deduction above the cap. The average shelter deduction

among these exempted households was $233 per month.

Twenty-one percent of all food stamp households claimed the

earned income deduction, averaging $104 per month. In contrast,

both the dependent care and medical deductions were used

relatively infrequently. For those who were able to claim one or

the other, however, they provided a substantial deduction from
gross income. The dependent care deduction was claimed by about

2.5 percent of allparticipating households with an average claim

of $97 among those claiming the deduction. The medical deduction
was claimed by about 2.6 percent of all participating households.

The average claim among those with this deduction was $69.
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Food Stamp Benefits

The average winter monthly food stamp benefit reported in this

survey was $130 per household (or about $48.09 per person). 4
Seven percent of the households received the minimum $10 benefit

guaranteed to one- and two-person households.

Targeting Benefits to the Most Needy

The FSP is designed to target benefits to those households most

in need. Poorer households relative to the poverty guideline
receive larger benefits than households with more income.

Table 4 demonstrates the extent of benefit targeting in the

program in the winter of 1988. Only 36 percent of all households

had income at 50 percent or less of the poverty guideline, yet
these households received almost 54 percent of all food stamp

benefits issued. In contrast, many more households (56 percent)

had income between 51 and 100 percent of the poverty guideline

but received only 43 percent of the benefits.

Effect on Poverty Status

The previous discussion of gross income levels showed that food

stamp participants generally fell well below the poverty line.

The official definition of poverty is based on the cash income of

household members before taxes and after cash transfer payments,
but it does not include the value of in-kind benefits such as

food stamps. If the FSP is viewed in the general context of

income maintenance programs, however, it can be argued that food
stamp benefits, which increase a household's total resources,

should be included in any measurement of a household's poverty

status. In this way, the effect of food stamp benefits in

reducing the number of households in poverty can also be

measured. Table 5 compares the poverty status of participating
households before the transfer of food stamp benefits, based on

cash income only, and after the transfer, counting the value of

food stamps received along with cash income. 5

By counting food stamp benefits along with cash income, the

4In comparison to the sample survey data reported here, Food

Stamp Program administrative data for 1988 show an average winter

monthly benefit of $133.14 per household and $49.87 per person.

5This comparison assumes that program participants value their

food stamp benefits at face value. For a general discussion of

this and related issues, see U.S. Bureau of the Census, Technical

Paper No. 50, "Alternative Methods for Valuing Selected In-Kind

Transfer Benefits and Measuring Their Effect on Poverty,"
Washington, DC, 1982.
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Table 4--Distribution of householdsand benefits by poverty 1tne, _!
winter1988

Gross incomeas Percent Percent

,_rce.,._eo, o,,,, o,,,_ if;Ipoverty households benefits :i:

25_ or less 13.7 21.4 111
mm

26- 50 22.6 32.4

51- 75 27.0 28.4

76 - 100 28.8 14.9

101 - 125 7.0 2.7 ,

126 - 130 0.6 0.2

131or more 0.4 0.0

Total a 100.0 100.0

aDueto rounding,thesumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthe tabletotal.

Source:Winterlg88FoodStampQualityControlsample.

,i
!

i

!,

,i

. 'ti
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_ . Table 5--Effect of food stamp benefits on poverty status of ?_ ·
food stamp households, winter 1988 _:_

¥?

Incomeas a Distribution of households in Changetn -,
percent of relation to poverty line a percentage points
poverty Basedon Basedon cash ::

cash only and food stamps '_iI

5_ or less 36_ 13_ -23

51 to 100 56 73 +17

101 or more 8 14 + 6

Numberof households (in thousands) 7,071 7,071

aOuetorounding,thesumof Individualcategoriesmay notmatchthe tabletotal.

Source:Winter198/)FoodStampQualityControlsample.
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percentage of food stamp households below the poverty line fell

from 92 percent to 86 percent. In other words, 6 percent of the !ii
participating households were moved above the poverty line as a iii

result of their food stamp benefit. Program benefits had an even

greater effect on the poorest households; 23 percent of the i!ii'_

participating households were moved to at least half of the tj_
poverty line as a result of their food stamp benefit. The

proportion of food stamp households above the poverty line . _

increased (from 8 to 14 percent) when food stamp benefits were

counted, while the proportion remaining below half of the poverty

line was reduced by almost two-thirds (from 36 to 13 percent).

Assets '_

The winter 1988 survey collected limited information on the i
assets of participating households. Seventy-six percent of all _

food stamp households had no assets counted toward the resource ,
limit. Another 18 percent had countable assets of $500 or less.

The remaining 5 percent of households had countable assets of

between $501 and $3,000.
i
!

Households with elderly members had somewhat higher asset levels, I{_i_but only 5 percent of these households had $1,000 or more in

countable 'resources in spite of a higher resource limit ($3,000 1'!
for each household compared to $2,000 for other households).

Across all households, countable assets averaged $82 in the ][

winter of 1988, while households with elderly members had an !

average of $184. _

Caseload Composition

The average size of a food stamp household was about 2.7 persons

in the winter of 1988, but there was considerable variation among

different household types. The average for households with

school-age children, for example, was 3.9 persons. Households

with children of any age contained an average of 3.6 persons.

Households with earned income had an average of 3.7 persons.

Households with one or more elderly members contained an average
of only 1.5 persons. Over one-half (53 percent) of all food

stamp households contained only one or two people.

The heads of food stamp households were predominantly female

(74 percent). Forty-seven percent were white, 36 percent black,

and nearly 13 percent were of Hispanic origin.

The age distribution of all people receiving food stamps reflects

the large percentage (61 percent) of food stamp households with

children and the larger average size of these households. Nearly

21



51 percent of all food stamp participants were children under

age 18. Another 8 percent were 60 years or older. Thus, about

60 percent of all food stamp participants were either young or
old.

Households With Children

Over 82 percent of all food stamp benefits in the winter

of 1988 were issued to households with children, who comprised

over 61 percent of all participating households. These
households were predominantly headed by women (81 percent).

About 69 percent of female-headed households with children
received AFDC.

Households with children were typically larger, and had higher

total income but lower per-person income, than households without
children. The average size of a household with children was 3.7

persons, compared to an average of 1.2 persons in households

without children. The average gross income among households with

children was $503 per month ($140 per person), compared to $326

per month ($272 per person) in those without children.

Households with children received an average food stamp benefit

of $174 per month ($48 per person) while those without children

received $59 per month ($49 per person).

Households With Elderly

Households with elderly members accounted for 20 percent of the

total food stamp caseload in the winter of 1988, but since those

households were smaller on average (1.5 compared to 3.0 persons)

and had relatively higher net income, they received only 8

percent of all benefits issued that period. Ninety-one percent
of all elderly participants either lived by themselves or with

one other person.

After adjusting for the differences in household size, households

with elderly members had relatively higher income than those

without elderly members. Average gross income per person among

households with elderly members was $283 versus $145 per month

for households without elderly members.

Similarly, the average net income of $160 per person in elderly

households was almost double the $81 per person found in
nonelderly households. Thus, average benefits per person were

30 percent less among the elderly--S34 versus $50 per month.

About 24 percent of the households with elderly members received
the minimum $10 benefit.

Households With Earned Income

Nearly 21 percent of all food stamp households reported earned

income in the winter of 1988. They received a proportionate
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share (24 percent) of the benefits issued that period.
/

Nearly 9 percent of all household heads were employed in !!
full-time jobs (that is, working at least 30 hours per week).

Another 5 percent were working part time, and less than 1 percent

were self-employed, i!

Households with earned income were generally larger than average I!

(3.7 compared to 2.4 persons) and somewhat more likely to include

children (83 percent compared to 56 percent). Gross incomes for

these households were substantially larger than those of
households without earnings ($651 versus $378). They received an

average per-capita benefit of about $41, compared to $52 among
households without earned income.

Work Registration

Able-bodied food stamp participants age 18 to 59 were required to

register for work and accept employment if offered. Table 6

shows that 54 percent of all adult participants under the age of

60 were either employed full-time or met the work registration

requirements of the Food Stamp, AFDC, or unemployment insurance

(UI) Programs.

Of all food stamp participants, approximately 62 percent were

exempted from work requirements on the basis of their age or

disability. This reflects the large number of children and
elderl_ participants in the FSP. Twenty-eight percent of all the

adults in the program and 11 percent of all participants were

exempted from work registration because they were responsible for

the care of young children or incapacitated adults, the second

most frequent kind of exemption. Nearly 8 percent of all food

stamp participants were registered for work.
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- ' Table 6--_/ork regSstretton status of food stamp participants, wtnter 1988

Percentage of nonelderly Percentage
tk_k registretton status adult participants a of all

(18-5g years) participants a

_ettnq work _qut_ent:

P_tstered for work 19.6 8.0

Exemptedfrom food stamp registration:
Employedfull time 11.0 4.5
AFOCwork programparticipants 22.2 9.3
UI recipients 1.5 0.6

_xemted fromwork requtr_nt:

Caretakers of children and incapacitated adults 28.3 11.6

Residents of drug addiction/alcohol treatment center 0.3 0.1

Students 2.4 2.6

Less than 18, over 60, or dtsabledb 14.6 63.2

Numberof participants (tn thousands) 7,484 18,685

aPercent of those parttctpants wtth knownwork registration status.

bFor adults, the figure tncludes dtsabled participants only.

Source: Winter lg_ Food StampQuality Control sable.
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CHAPTER 3: CHANGES IN FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

This chapter describes some of the seasonal changes in the

composition and circumstances of the food stamp caseload from i_!isummer to winter by comparing survey results from summer 1987

(July and August 1987) and winter 1988 (January and February

1988). Because this report covers winter food stamp caseload :!

characteristics and most of the prior characteristics reports ':

covered summer months, it provides an opportunity to examine i;

changes caused by seasonal effects. Normally, program ii

participation rises during the winter months. This seasonal _i_i
increase could potentially alter the caseload composition. ,ii!

i i_
;E

Several factors should be considered when interpreting the _

results presented here. Since this analysis is based on a cross-

sectional sample, it cannot determine whether differences in i

caseload characteristics are because of changes in the h

circumstances of new participants, changes in the circumstances

of continuing participants, or some combination of both. :'

Moreover, a cross-sectional analysis cannot disaggregate the

separate impacts of seasonality, changes in the economy, food i
stamp legislation, changes in other related social programs, or !

random sampling variations. A longitudinal sample, which tracks !!'
characteris%ics of the same households over time, is a better ,:

measure of these effects as well as changes in the behavior of i!_
individualparticipants. _ii

Changes inIncome... i!

The income of food stamp households increased both in nominal and i!

real terms. The average monthly gross income increased from $426 lli

per household in summer 1987 to $434 in winter 1988 (see table t!!
7), an increase of 0.5 percent even after adjusting for ,

inflation. Real net income was unchanged. On a per person basis I!

the real increase in gross income was nearly 2 percent and in net i!
income

was just over 1 percent. Moreover, as table 8 shows, the /i
proportion of those with gross incomes less than or equal to half

the poverty level fell from 39 percent to just over 36 percent,

while the proportion of those with incomes exceeding the poverty !

level increased from 6 percent to 8 percent. Because the poverty

line varies by household size and is adjusted annually to reflect

cost of living changes, this standard measures real income changes. I:

Changes in Deductions Ii

i

Households took larger deductions in winter 1988, with the

nominal average total increasing from $205 to $213 between summer
and winter (see table 9). However, the percentage of the

potential or entitlement deduction that was claimed in the
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Table 7--Average nominal and real monthly incomeof food stamp _:_
participants, summer1987and winter 1988 _.!._'

Winter 1988 Percentage change :
Summer1987 Nominal Reap Nominal Reala

Average gross income * _

Per household $426 $434 $428 +1.9 +0.5

Per person 156 161 159 +3.2 +l.g

Averaqe net income

Per household 23g 243 239 +1.7 0

Per person 88 gO 89 +2.3 +1.1

aAdJustedby changeinCPI-Uforall itemsbetweensummer1987andwinter1988(1.5_).

Source: Summer1987,Winter1988FoodStampQualityControlsamples.
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Table 8--Comparison of poverty status of participating )ti'J::,_
households, summer1987and wtnter 1988 '_': '!

(percent of all households)a I!'i1/___!

'Gross Income as a
pe.rcentaqeof poverty Summer1987 Winter 1988 !

50ssor less . ,_ 39.0% 36.3' ,J!._!_iisi-1oo 84.8 ss.8
101 - 150 5.8 7.9 '("

iSlor more 0.4 0.I '_

Numberof households (tn thousands) 6,881 7,071 i' i

· ue to rounding° the sm of Individual categories my not retch the table total. ..i

Source: Summer 1087, Winter 1988 Food Stamp Quality Control samples ....
i

j:J_

)!,l

. i
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Table g--Frequency and value of deductions from gross income,
summer1987 and winter 1988

Percent of households Average value
with deduction a of deduction b

TYl)eof deduction Summer Winter Summer Winter Percent
1987 1988 1987 1988 Chanqe

Standard 100 100 $gg $102 +3.0

Earned income 20 21 101 104 +3.0

Dependentcare 2 3 100 97 -3.1

Excess shelter 71 71 114 119 +4.4

Medical 3 3 77 69 -11.6

Total deduction
Excludingstandard 79 79 106 110 +3.8
Includingstandard 100 100 205 213 +3.9

Nun,)erof households 6,881 7,071
(tn thousands)

aDue to rounding, the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

bFor householdsclaiming the deduction.

Source: Summer 1987 and winter 1988 Food StampQualityControlsanl)les.
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winter of 1988 was unchanged at 90 percent 1. The'percentage of

food stamp households claiming each deduction was virtually

unchanged.

Most changes in the average value of deductions taken were small.

However, the excess shelter deduction increased from $114 to

$119, an increase of over 4 percent. It is unclear whether this

increase was caused by the increase in the shelter deduction cap,

higher winter fuel costs, or caseload composition changes. The

average medical deduction taken also fell significantly, from $79

to $69, a drop of nearly 12 percent.

Changes in Benefits

Average per-capita benefits are a function of net income and the

maximum food stamp allotment. Since net income is calculated by

subtracting allowable deductions from gross income, changes in

average gross income or deductions will affect average benefits.

The average monthly benefit increased from $120 in summer 1987 to

$130 in winter 1988. Even after adjusting for inflation, this

represented a 7 percent increase. Also, a smaller proportion of

households received benefits under $50, while a larger proportion
of households received benefits exceeding $150 (see table 10).

Table 11 presents the sources of change in average food stamp
benefits,.. Average gross and net incomes, deductions, and

benefits adjusted by the change in the CPI for all items from

summer 1987 and winter 1988 are provided. The table shows that

the modest real increases in gross income and total deductions

canceled each other, leaving real net income unchanged. However,

the real value of the maximum coupon allotment increased

substantially, driving up the average household benefit.

Changes in Household Composition

The number of food stamp households rose by nearly 200,000 from
summer 1987 to winter 1988, following normal historical patterns.

The caseload demographics remained stable. As table 12

illustrates, households with children remained at 61 percent of

total households, and households with elderly members also

remained at 20 percent. Households with earners rose slightly

from 20 percent to nearly 21 percent of all food stamp households.

lit is important to recall the distinction between the
deduction to which a household was entitled and the deduction

actually used (or claimed) to compute food stamp benefits. The

actual average amount households could claim, given their gross

income, rose slightly from $187 in summer 1987 to $192 in winter
1988. The average deduction to which households were entitled

rose from $205 to $213.
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TablelO--Oistrtbuttonof participatinghouseholdsby amountof
monthlyfoodstan_3benefit,summer1987and winter1988

Nominalbenefitsa Realbenefitsb
Averagemonthly Summer Winter Winter

foodstan_)benefit 1987 1988 1980

$50or less 23_ 21% 21%

51 to 100 27 27 27

101 to 150 20 15 16

151to 200 13 16 15

201or more 17 21 21

Nun_erof households{inthousands) 5,881 7,071 7,071

Meanbenefit $120 $130 $128

aDueto rounding,thesumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthetabletotal.

bBenefitadjustedby changein CPI-Uforfoodat homebetweensummer1987andwinter1988(1.7_).

Source: Summer1987,Winter1988FoodStanM_QualityControlsanl)les.
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Table 11--Sourcesof change in averagefo(x]stanl)benefits.
summer 1987 and winter 1984)

Nominalvalues Real valuesa
Summer Winter Percentage Winter Percentage

_ 1987 1988 Chanqe 1988 Chanqe

Average gross income $426 $434 +1.9 $427 +0.2

Average total deduction 205 213 +3.g 209 +1.9

Average net income 239 243 +1.7 239 0

Average household benefit 120 130 +8.3 128 +6.7

Maximumcoupon allotment (for
family of four) 271 290 +7.0 285 +5.2

Consumer Price Index

All items 114.10 115.85 +1.5
Food at home 112.10 114.00 +1.7

areal values are in constant summer1987 dollarsadjustedby changes in the CPI-U for food at home
betweensummer 1987 and winter 198/)(1.7_).

Source: Summer 1987,Winter 1988 FocalStamp QualityControlsamples.
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Table 12--Changesin food stanl)caseloadcon!_osition,
summer 1987 and winter 1988

{nu_ers in thousands)

Distributionof households

Major householdtype Summer 1987 Winter 1984)
Nunt_er Percent Number Percent

Familieswith children 4,208 61.2 4,331 61.3

Householdswith elderly 1,408 20.5 1,433 20.3

Householdswith earners 1,389 20.2 1,458 20.6

Totala 6,801 7,071

apercent figuresdo not add to 100 becausea householdcan have more than one of the characteristics
included in the table.

Source: Summer 1987 and winter 1988 Food Stanl_QualityControl san_)les.
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Appendix A--Detailed Tables for the 50 States and the District of
Columbia

In the pages that follow, detailed tabulations of the

characteristics of food stamp households and participants are

presented. These tables are roughly ordered to provide

information on the following topics:

o Average amounts and sources of income, both gross and net.

o Frequency and average amount of deductions from gross income.

o Average amount of monthly food stamp benefits and countable
resources.

o Certification status of participating households.

o Age, race, sex, and household size of food stamp

participants and households.

o Employment and work reqistration status of food stamp

participants and household heads.

o Summary statistics for households with earned income, with

elderl_ members, with disabled members, with children,

with school-age children, and with AFDC income.

o Summary comparisons of survey results from 1980 through 1988.

The reference population for each table, unless otherwise noted,

is the food stamp caseload in the 50 States and the District of
Columbia in the winter of 1988. 1

1Winter 1988 refers to the average of data for January and

February 1988. Household samples were taken from both January
and February to maintain and adequate sample size given reduced

annual State sample sizes.

33



I

List of Appendix Tables

o Summary of 1988 Characteristics

A- 1--Aggregate winter 1988 participation totals ..... 39

i A- 2--Average values of selected national caseload
characteristics .................. 40

A- 3--Number and percentage of households with selected

characteristics ................. 41

o Income: Average Amounts and Sources of Income, Both Gross and
Net

A- 4--Distribution of participating households by gross

and net monthly income ............... 42

A- 5--Distribution of participating households by gross
monthly income and household size ......... 43

A- 6--Distribution of participating households by net

monthly income and household size ......... 44

A- 7--Distribution of participating households by
income source ................ _ . . 45

A- 8--Number of households, average income, and average

benefit by selected income sources ......... 46

A- 9--Distribution of participating households by gross

monthly income as a percentage of the poverty line

for all households, households with elderly or
disabled, and households with children ....... 47

A-10--Distribution of participating households by net

monthly income as a percentage of the poverty line

for all households, households with elderly or
disabled, and households with children ....... 48

o Deductions: Frequency and Average Amount from Gross Income

A-Ii--Number of participating households claiming deductions
and value of deductions claimed ......... 49

A-12--Distribution of participating households by amount
of total deduction ................. 50

A-13--Average total deduction for all households by

gross monthly income and household size ...... 51

A-14--Number of participating households claiming earned
income deduction and value of deduction claimed 52

34



A-15--Distribution of participating households by
amount of earned income deduction ........ 53

A-16--Number of participating households claiming dependent
care deduction and value of deduction claimed . . . 54

A-17--Distribution of participating households by amount

of dependent care deduction ............ 55

A-18--Number of participating households claiming excess
shelter deduction and value of deduction claimed . . 56

A-19--Distribution of participating households by amount
of excess shelter deduction ......... 57

A-20--Distribution of participating households by the value
of shelter deduction ................ 58

A-21--Number of participating households claiming medical
deduction and value of deduction claimed . . 59

A-22--Distribution of participating households by amount
of medical deduction ................ 60

o Benefits. and Resources: Average Amount of Monthly Food Stamp
Benefits

A-23--Distribution of participating households by amount
of monthly food stamp benefit ........... 61

A-_4--Average monthly food stamp benefit by gross monthly II
income and household size ............. 62

A-25--Distribution of participating households by total
countable resources for all households and households

with elderly or disabled ............. 63

o Certification: Distribution of Participating Households

A-26--Distribution of participating households by type
of most recent action ............... 64

A-27--Comparison of households with and without expedited
service by presence of gross and net monthly income 65

A-28--Distribution of participating households by length !

of certification period .............. 66

35



· /

o Aqe, Sex, Race, and Household Size: Food Stamp Participants
andHousehOlds

A-29--Distribution of participating households by household
size ........................ 67

A-30--Sex- and age-related characteristics of participating
households .................... 68

A-31--Distribution of participating households by household

size, number of elderly, number of children, and number
of school-age children ............... 69

A-32--Distribution of participants by age and sex .... 70

A-33--Age-related characteristics of participants .... 71

A-34--Distribution of participating households by race

or ethnic origin of household head ......... 72

A-35--Distribution of participating households by selected
characteristics of household members ....... 73

o Employment and Work Reqistration: Food Stamp Participants
and Household Heads

A-36--Distribution of participating households by
employment status of household head ........ 74

A-37--Distribution of participating households by work

registration status of household head ....... 75

A-38--Distribution of participants by work registration
status ....................... 76

o Earned Income: Summary Statistics

A-39--Distribution of households and benefits for

households with and without earned income ..... 77

A-40--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with and without earned income ..... 78

A-41--Number and percentage of households with and without
earned income for selected characteristics ..... 79

A-42--Comparison of distribution of participating households
on selected characteristics for households with and

without earned income ............... 80

36

I I i



Ii

t

o Elderly: SummaryStatistics

A-43--Distribution of households and benefits for

households with and without elderly ........ 81

A-44--Average value of selected characteristics for

households with and without elderly ........ 82
i:

A-45--Number and percentage of households with and

without elderly for selected characteristics , 83

A-46--Comparison of distribution of participating
households on selected characteristics for

households with and without elderly ........ 84

o Disabled: Summary Statistics

A-47--Distribution of households and benefits for

households with and without disabled ........ 85

A-48--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with and without disabled ........ 86

A-49--Number and percentage of households with and
without disabled for selected characteristics 87

A-50--COmparison of distribution of participating
households on selected characteristics for

households with and without disabled ........ 88

o Children: Summary Statistics

A-51--Distribution of households and benefits for

households with children, school-age children,
and no children .................. 89

A-52--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with children, school-age children,
and no children .................. 90

A-53--Number and percentage of households with children,

school-age children, and no children for selected
characteristics .................. 91

A-54--Comparison of distribution of participating
households on selected characteristics for

households with children, school-age children,
and no children .................. 92

37



o AFDC: Summary Statistics

A-55--Distribution of households and benefits for

households with and without AFDC income ....... 93

A-56--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with and without AFDC income ....... 94

A-57--Number and percentage of households with and
without AFDC income for selected characteristics . . .95

A-58--Comparison of distribution of participating
households on selected characteristics for

households with and without AFDC income ...... 96

o Survey Comparisons: 1980 through 1988

A-59--Comparison of average value of selected

characteristics for August 1980 - winter 1988 .... 97

A-60--Comparison of percentage of households with

selected characteristics for August 1980 -
winter 1988 .................... 98

38



Appendix Table A-l--Aggregate winter 1988 participation totals

Number of Number of Value of

Area households people benefits
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

United States 7,070 18,786 $935,826

Continentat U.S. 7,030 18,678 $927,061
Alaska and Hawaii 40 108 $8,765

Outlying Areas a 8 32 S2,504

Total 7,079 18,818 S938,330

a IncLudes participants in Guun and the Virgin IsLands

Source: Food Stamp Program Integrated Information System
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Appendix Table A-2--Average values of selected national
caseload characteristics

All
households

Gross monthly tncoma(dollars) q_

Net monthly income(dollars) 243

Total deductiona (dollars) 213

Countable resources (dollars) 82

Monthly benefit (dollars) 130

Householdsize (persons) 2.7

Certification period (months) 9.6

azncludes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, madtcal, and standard
deductions. The value of the standard deduction and the limit on the excess shelter
deduction vary dependingon region (see appendix 0). Deductions shownare those to which
households are entitled. Someof the deductions maynot have been used before a household
reaches zero net incomestatus.

Source: Winter 1988Food Sta_ qualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-S--Numberand percentage of households
with selected characteristics

Numberof Percent of
households ali householdsa

(thousands)
Zero gross income 490 6.9

Zero net income 1,318 18.6

Htnimumbeneftt b 477 6.7

Elderly c 1,433 20.3

Childrend 4,331 61.3

School-agechildrene 3,314 46.9

Disabledf 612 8.7

aPercent figures do not add to lOObecausea household can havemore than one of the
characteristics included in the table.

_tntmum benefit is $10 for one- or two-person households.

CHouseholdswith at least one memberage 60 or more.

dHouseholdswith at least one memberage 17 or less.

eHouseholdswith at least one memberage 5 to 17.

fHouseholds with SSI incomeand no memberage 60 or more.

Source: Winter 1988 FoodStampQuality Control sample.
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(i AppendixTableA-4--Dtstributionof participatinghouseholdsby
ii gross and net monthly income

:j_ Gross income Net income
I Amountof Numberof Percent Numberof Percent

:j monthly income households of all households of all(thousands) households (thousands) households

1_ None 400 6.9 1,318 18.6
$1-gg 123 1.7 1,018 14.4
lO0-1gg 605 8.6 1,184 16.7
200-2gg 770 10.9 1,227 17.3
300-3gg 1,672 23.6 81g 11.6
400-499 1,026 14.5 604 8.5
500-59g 834 11.8 348 4.9
600-6gg 528 7.5 215 3.0
700-7gg 372 5.3 142 2.0
800-89g 246 3.5 7g 1.1
g00-ggg 155 2.2 63 o.g
1000+ 24g 3.5 56 0.8

Total a 7,071 100.0 7,071 100.0

Average gross income- $434

Average net Income- S243

aDueto rounding,thesumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthetabletotal.

Source:Winter1988FoudStant)QualityControlsanl)le.
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Appendix Table A-5--Distribution of participating households by I' l'
gross monthly incomeand household size

Nunt_er Percent
Gross monthly Householdsize of of all

Income I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ householdsa househo]dsa
(thousands)

None 235 100 73 50 15 7 8 3 490 6.9
$1-99 68 21 16 15 2 -- 1 I 123 1.7

100-199 302 117 116 45 15 3 4 3 605 8.6
200-299 232 266 140 66 34 21 5 6 770 10.9
300-399 956 260 231 146 46 17 10 6 1,672 23.6
400-499 351 281 179 128 51 27 7 4 1,026 14.5
500-599 93 309 222 III 50 28 7 14 834 11.8
600-699 8 .93 187 134 73 18 9 6 528 7.5
700-799 2 56 78 118 77 32 4 5 372 5.3
800-899 0 11 54 64 75 19 16 6 246 3.5
900-999 -- 4 29 40 35 35 4 7 155 2.2
1000+ I I 3 51 62 55 39 38 249 3.5

Numberof
householdsa 2,248 1,519 1,326 967 535 261 115 99 7,071 100.0

Percent of all
householdsa 31.8 21.5 18.8 13.7 7.6 3.7 1.6 1.4 100.0

Average gross ..
income $295 $383 $447 $534 $656 $733 $782 $864 $434

aDueto rounding, the sumof the individual categories maynot match the table total.

-- No sa_ple households in this category.

Source: Winter 1988 Food Stampquality Control saa!_le.
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AppendixTableA-6--Dtstributtonof participatinghouseholdsby
netmonthlyincomeandhouseholdsize

Number Percent
Net monthly Householdsize of of all

income I 2 3 4 S 6 7 8+ householdsa householdsa
(thousands) ':_

None 650 280 195 117 37 16 14 8 1,318 18.6
$1-gg 410 262 217 69 35 19 i 4 1,018 14.4
100-199 483 290 184 143 49 22 6 7 1,184 16.7
200-299 515 266 223 132 52 20 15 6 1,227 17.3
300-399 154 206 203 146 65 24 8 13 819 11.6
400-499 33 154 162 141 76 25 10 4 604 8.5
500-599 2 45 103 89 67 25 11 6 348 4.9
600-699 I 12 26 68 68 28 5 6 215 3.0
700-79g -- 3 13 38 45 28 9 7 142 2,0
800-899 -- I -- lg 23 23 7 6 7g 1.1
900-9gg I .... 7 15 16 15 10 63 0.9
1000+ -- 0 .... 3 15 16 22 56 0.8

Nuaioerof

householdsa 2,248 1,519 1,326 967 535 261 115 9g 7,071 100.0

Percentof all
householdsa 31.8 21.5 18.8 13,7 7.6 3.7 1.6 1.4 100.0

Averagenet
income $129 $195 $242 $325 $430 $512 S578 S652 $243

aOueto rounding,thesumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthetabletotal.

-- No sanplehouseholdsinthiscategory.

Source:Winter1988FoodStanpQualityControlsample,
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Appendix Table A-7--Otstribution of participating householdsby incomesource

Amountof Earned income4 Social Security AFDCor General SSI Other income
monthly Assistance

incomefrom Number Percent Number Percent Humber Percent Number Percent Number Percent
specified source (thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

None 5,613 79.4 5,619 79.5 3,528 49.9 5,600 79.2 6,017 85.1
$1-99 158 2.2 22 0.3 191 2.7 332 4.7 411 5.8

100-199 150 2.1 182 2.6 716 10.1 316 4.5 218 3.1
200-299 132 1.9 413 5.8 708 10.0 133 1.9 132 1.9
300-399 158 2.2 415 5.9 676 9.6 587 8.3 103 1.5
400-499 144 2.0 244 3.5 478 6.8 53 0.7 68 1.0
500-599 157 2.4 115 1.6 346 4.9 26 0.4 48 0.7
500-699 133 1.g 31 0.4 223 3.2 14 0.2 37 0.5
700-799 118 1.7 19 0.3 112 1.5 8 0.1 18 0.3
800-899 96 1.4 3 0.0 54 0.8 0 0.0 9 0.1
900-999 70 1.0 6 0.1 17 0.2 .... 5 0.1
1000+ 132 1.9 2 0.0 22 0.3 1 0.0 6 0.1

Numberof

_.. householdsb 7,071 100.0 7,071 100.0 7,071 100.0 7,071 100.0 7,071 100.0cn Households

with Income 1,458 20.6 1,451 20.5 3,543 50.1 1,471 20.8 1,054 14.9
Average amount

of incomec $517 $338 $351 $241 $215
Average gross

incomec $651 $464 $446 $467 $499

aEarnedincomeincludeswages,salaries,self-eaq)loyment,farmincome,and earnedincometaxcredit.

bDuetorounding,the sumof individualcategoriesmaynotmatchthetabletotal.

CForhouseholdswithincomefromspecifiedsource.

-- No sanplehouseholdsinthiscategory.

Source:Winterlg88FoodStanpQualityControls_le.
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Appendix Table A-8--Nmmberof households, average tncome, and average
benefit by selected incomesources

!

i Humberof Percent of Average incomeamounta Average
i Incomesource households all households Gross Fromsource benefit a

(thousands)

:: Earnedincome:

Wagesand salaries 1,352 lg.1 $662 $535 $150
Self-en!_loymont 106 1.5 462 232 180
Earnedincometax credit 0 0.0 0 0 0
Otherearnedincome 20 0.3 502 248 206

Unearned income:
Aid toFamilieswith

DependentChildren(AFDC) 2,785 39.4 487 385 165
HouseholdGeneralAssistance 7gg 11.3 313 216 105

SupplementalSecurityIncome(SSI} 1,471 20.8 467 241 63
SocialSecurity 1,451 20.5 464 338 61
Householdunemploymentincome 162 2.3 623 406 160
Veterans'benefits 183 2.6 426 223 64

Workers'compensation 40 0.6 663 450 125
Othergovernmentbenefits 112 1.6 421 157 142
Householdcontributions 215 3.0 437 158 176
Householddeemedincome 2 0.0 208 88 157
Householdloans 63 o.g 565 186 138
Otherunearnedincome 354 5.0 481 102 106

No income 490 6.9 0 0 165

i Totalb 7,071 100.0 434 130

mAverageoverhouseholdswtthincomefromspecifiedsource.

bThesumsof IndividualincomeSourcesdo notadd to totalsbecausehouseholdscanreceiveincomefrom
morethanone source.

Source:Winter1988FoodStampQualityControlsable.
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AppendixTableA-g--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby grossmonthlyincome
as a percentage of the poverty line for all households,

householdswithelderlyor disabled,and
'" householdswithchildren

Gross incomeas a Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith
percentage of the All households elderly a elderly or disabledc children d

poverty line a Nmaber Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

25_ or less 971 13.7 33 2.3 37 1.8 609 14.1
26 - 50 1,595 22.6 69 4.8 112 5.5 1,192 27.5
51 - 75 1,900 27.0 280 19.5 487 23.8 1,307 30.2

76 - 100 2,033 28.8 871 60.7 1,170 57.2 911 21.0
101- 125 492 7.0 163 11.4 216 10.6 277 6.4
126- 130 44 0.6 g 0.6 g 0.4 27 0.6
131- 150 21 0.3 7 0.5 9 0.4 7 0.2
151ormore 7 0.1 3 0.2 5 0.2 I 0.0

Totale 7,071 100.0 1,433 100.0 2,046 100.0 4,331 100.0

,,.j

aDefinedas the 1_ povertythresholdspublishedbythe DepartmentofHealthand HumanServices(seeappendixB).

bHous_holdswithat leastonememberage60 ormore.

CHouseholdswhereat leastonememberisage60 ormore,or at leastonememberreceivesSSIandno memberisage60 or more.

dHouseholdswithat leastone,_nl)erage17or less.

eDueto rounding,thesumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthetabletotal.

Source:Winter19_ FoodStanl)QualityControlsanl)le.



.... - ........... !..........

AppendixTableA-lO--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby netmonthlyincome
as a percentageof thepovertylineforall households.

householdswithelderlyor disabled,and
householdswithchildren

Net incomeas a All Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith
percentage of the households elderly b elderly or disabledc children d

poverty ltne a N_r Percent Nmaber Percent Nuni_er Percent _r Percent
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

25%or less 3,131 44.3 342 23.8 477 23.3 1,832 42.3
26 - 50 2,050 2g.o 473 33.0 673 32.g 1,365 31.5
51 - 75 1,532 21.7 498 34.8 71g 35.1 g28 21.4
76 - 100 337 4.8 114 7.g 163 8.0 lg7 4.6
101 - 125 15 0.2 4 0.3 10 0.5 8 0.2
126 - 130 1 0.0 I 0.1 I 0.0 0 0.0
131 - 150 2 0.0 I 0.0 2 0.1 ....
151 or more I 0.0 1 0.1 I 0.0 0 0.0

Total e 7,071 100.0 1,433 100.0 2,046 100.0 4,331 100.0

co

aOeftnedas the 1988poverty thresholds published by the Departmentof Health and HumanServices (see appendix B).

bHouseholds_tth at least one memberage 60 or mere.

cHouseholdsSere at least one memberis age 80 or more, or at least onememberreceives SSI and no memberis age 60 or more.

_Householdswith at least one memberage 17 or less.

eOueto rounding, the sumof individual categories maynot match the table total.

-- No saal_le households in thts category.

Source: Winter lg88 FoodSt_np Oualtty Control sanl_le.



Appendix TableA-11--Nu_i_erof participatinghouseholdsclaimingdeductions
and value of deductions claimeda

Numberof Averageamount of deduction

Type of households Percentof Over claiming Over all
deduction claiming deduction al) households households households

(thousands)

Earned income 1.458 20.6 $104 $21

Dependent careb llg 2.5 g7 2

Shelterc 5,050 71.4 11g 85

Medicald 184 2.6 69 2

Totale 7.071 100.0 213 213

aDeductionsshown are those to which householdsare entitled. Some of the deductionsmay not have been
used before a householdreacheszero net incomestatus.

bSubjectto a limitof $160 per month with some exceptions(see appendixD).

CSubject to a limit exceptwhere at )eastone me_er is age 60 or more, or at least one me,er receives

SSI and no member isage 60 or more (see appendixD).

dAvailableonly to householdswhere at leastone person is age 60 or more or receivingSSI or Social

Security disability payments.

eIncludesthe standarddeduction for al) households(see appendixD). Due to householdsclaimingmore

than one deductionor none at all, the sum of the individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

SOUrce: Winter 1908 Food Stanl_QualityControlsanl_le.
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A4)penclixTable A-12--Dtstributtonof participatinghouseholdsby {
amountof total deduction _.

Amount of total Nu_er of Percentof
deductiona households all households

(thousands)

$101 - 150 2,230 31.5

151 - 200 gg4 14.1

201 - 250 1,025 14.5

251 - 300 1,8g0 25.7

300+ 932 13.2

Total b 7,071 100.0

Average total deduction for claiming households - $213

aIncludesearned income,dependentcare,excess shelter,medical,and standarddeductions.
The value of the standarddeductionand the limiton the excess shelterdeductionvary depending
on region (see appendix D). Deductionsshown are those to which householdsare entitled. Some
of the deductionsmay not have been used beforea householdreacheszero net incomestatus.

bDue to rounding, the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Winter 1984)Food Stan!3QualityControlsanl31e.
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Appendix Table A-13--Averagetotal deductionm for all householdsby

gross monthly incomeand householdsize

Gross monthly Household size Average total
income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ decluction

(dollars)

None 158 208 207 203 lg2 185 24g 261 184

$1-g9 170 20g 216 227 236 -- 254 266 192
lO0-1gg 200 181 187 201 227 190 201 246 lg5
200-299 205 206 198 184 189 211 162 193 201

300-3gg lg5 201 20g 200 207 248 132 235 200

400-4gg 208 216 225 lg7 202 187 185 187 211
500-599 221 ig4 216 208 231 237 192 210 20g
600-6gg 254 244 228 243 224 187 187 187 232
700-799 152 290 251 235 241 169 242 257 244
800-899 247 267 317 279 231 200 223 176 260
goo-ggg -- 277 344 282 256 236 238 216 273

1000+ lOZ 403 382 303 314 305 Z72 244 293

Average total
deduction 195 209 223 225 234 228 224 225 213

aIncludes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, medical, and standard deductions.
The value of the standard deduction and the limit on the excess shelter deduction vary depending on

region (see appendix 0). Deductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Someof the
deductions may not have been used before a household reaches zero net income status.

-- No sanl_le households in this category.

Source: Winter 1988 Food Stanl) Quality Control saal)le.



Appendix Table A-14--Numberof participatinghouseholdsclaimingearned income
deductionand value of deductionclaimeda _:,

Households Nunt_erof households Percentof Averaqeamount of deduction
with: Total With deduction all households With deduction All households ::

(thousands) (thousands)

Elderlyb 1,433 57 4.0 $57 $2

Childrenc 4,331 1,211 28.0 114 31

Disabledd 612 54 8.8 6g 6

Earned incomee 1.4E_3 1,4543 100.0 104 103

Public Assistancef 3,543 379 10.7 74 8

Total0 7,071 1,4_ 20.6 104 21

_eductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Someof the deductions nay not have been
used before a household reaches zero net income status.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHouseholds with at least one n_nber age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with SSI income and no nm_nberis age 60 or more.

eEarned income includes wages, salaries, self-enl_loyment, farm income, and earned income tax credit.

rPublic assistance includes Aid to Families with Oependent Children (AFDC) and General Assistance (GA).

gThe sum of individual categories does not match the total because a household can have more than one of
the characteristics included in the table.

Source: Winter 1988 Foed Stanl) Quality Control sable.
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Appendix Table A-15--Dtstributton of participating households
by amount of earned income deduction a

Amount of earned Ntanber of Percent of
income deduction a households ail households

(thousands)

None 5.613 79.4

$i-50 392 5.5

51-100 354 5.0

101-150 361 5.1

151-200 225 3.2

201-250 86 1.2

251-300 27 0.4

300+ 13 0.2

T°talb 7,071 100.0

Average earned lncone deduction for claiming households - $104

aOeductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Someof the
deductions may not have been used before a household reaches zero net income status.

,bOueto rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Winter 1988 Food Stanq) Quality Control sample,
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Appendix Table A-16--Numberof participating households clatmtng dependent care ::i;Ideduction a and value of deduction claimed b

?

; _, Households Numberof households Percentof Averaqeamountof deduction
_ with: Total Withdeduction all households Wtthdeduction All households

·; (thousands) (thousands)

EIder1)/: 1,433 2 O.1 $160 $0

Childrend 4,331 176 4.0 g7 4

Disablede 612 I 0.2 20 0

Earned incomet 1,458 152 10.4 98 10

Pub1tc assistance g 3,643 75 2.1 96 2

Totalh 7,071 17g 2.5 g7 2

aSubJectto a limitof $160permonthwithsomeexceptions(seeappendixD).

bDeductiensshownare thosetowhichhouseholdsareentitled.Someof thedeductionsmay nothavebeen
usedbeforea householdreacheszeronet incomestatus.

CHouseholdswithat leastonemefd_)rage 60 or more.

dHouseholdswithat leastonememberage 17 or less.

eHeuseholdswithSSI incomeand nememberage60 or mere.

reamed incomeincludeswages,salaries,self-emloymentand farmincome,and earnedincometax credit.

°PublicassistanceincludesAtd to FamilieswithDependentChildren(AFDC)andGeneralAssistance{GA).

hThesumof individualcategoriesdoesnotmatchthetotalbecausea householdcan havemerethanone of
the characteristicsincludedInthetable.

Source:Winterlg_ FoodStaaq)QualityControlsanl)le.
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Appendix Table A-17--Distrtbutton of parttctpattn_ households by
amountof dependent care deduction"

Amountof depend;nt aulber of Percent of
care deduction_ households all households

(thousands)

None 6,892 97.5

$1-50 45 0.6

51-100 51 0.7

101-150 45 0.6

151-160 38 0.5

Total c 7,071 100.0

Average dependent care deduction for claiming households - $97

aDeducttons shownare those to which householdsare entitled. Someof the
deductions maynot have been used before a household reaches zero net incomestatus.

bSubject to a limit of $160 per monthwith someexceptions (see appendtx 0).

COueto rounding, the smnof individual categories my not match the table total.

Source: Winter 1988 FoodStampQuality Control sample.
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A_opendlxTableA-18--Nuui_erof participatinghouseholdsclaimingexcessshelter
deductionaand valueof deductionclainL_clb

Households Nmnberof households Percentof Averaqeamountof deduction
with: Total Withdeduction allhouseholds Withdeduction All households

(thousands)(thousands)

Elderly_ 1,433 gso 66.2 $121 $80

Childrend 4,331 3,004 71.2 118 04

Disablede 612 421 68.8 125 86

Earnedincomef 1,458 959 65.7 113 74

Publicassistanceg 3,543 2,682 75.7 118 89

Totalh 7,071 5,050 71.4 119 85

asubjectto a limitexceptwhereat leastonement)erisage 60 or more,or at leastonemeni_erreceivesSSI
and nomeni_erisage 60 or more{seeappendixD).

bDeductionsshownarethosetowhichhouseholdsareentitled.Someof thedeductionsmay not havebeen
usedbeforea householdreacheszeronet incomestatus.

CHouseholdswithat leastonememberage60 or more.

dHouseholdswithat leastone memberage 17or less.

eHouseholdswithSSI Incomeand no memberage 60or more.

rEarnedincomeincludeswages,salaries,self-employment,farmincome,andearnedincometaxcredit.

gPublicassistanceincludesAid to FamilieswithDependentChildren(AFDC)and GeneralAssistance(_).

hThesumof individualcategoriesdoesnotmatchthetotalbecausea householdcan havemorethanoneof
thecharacteristicsincludedin thetable.

Source:winter198/)FoodStanl_QualityControlsample.
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Appendix Table A-lg--Olstrtbuttonof participatinghouseholdsby !i*
amount of excess shelter deduction a i

Amount of excess Number of Percent _f
shelter deduction D households all households

(thousands)

None 2,021 28.6

$1 - 50 865 12.2

51 - 100 1,053 14.g

101 - 150 gs7 13.5

151 - 200 1,g30 27.3

201 - 250 117 1.7

251 - 300 61 0.9

300+ 66 o.g

Totalc 7,071 100.0

Averageexcess shelterdeductionfor claiminghouseholds- $11g

aDeductionsshown are those to which householdsare entitled. Some of the
deductionsmay not have been used beforea householdreacheszero net incomestatus.

bSubjectto a limitexcept where at )eastone member ts age 60 or more, or at
leastone member receivesSSI and no member is age 60 or more (see appendixD).

CDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source:Winter 1988 Foe<iStanl)QualityControlsanl_le.
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Appendix Table A-20--Dlstribution of participating households
by the value of shelter d_uction a

Valueof All Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith

shelter households elderlyc childrend disablede earnedincomef publicassistance0
deductionb Nua_)er Percent Nun_)er Percent Nuni_er Percent Number Percent Nu_er Percent Nunl)er Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

None 2,021 28.6 _4 33.8 1,247 28.8 191 31.2 500 34.3 861 24.3

Lessthancap 2,286 42.2 671 46.8 1,692 32.1 285 46.6 586 40.2 1,512 42.g

Equalto cap 1,651 23.4 I 0.1 1,314 30.3 2 0.3 355 24.3 1,070 30.2

Greaterthancap 413 5.8 278 19.4 78 1.8 134 22.0 18 1.2 93 2.6

Totalh 7,071 100.0 1,433 100.0 4,331 100.0 612 100.0 1,458 100.0 3,543 100.0

aDecluctionsshownarethoseto whichhouseholdsareentitled.Someof thedeductionsmay nothavebeenusedbeforea householdreacheszeronet income
status.

oo

bSubJectto a limitexceptwhereat leastonemeca)erisage60 or more,or at leastonemealierreceivesSSIandnomemberisage60 ormore{seeappendix
O).

CHouseholdswithat leastonememberage60 ormore.

dXouseholdswithat leastonememberage17 or less.

'HouseholdswithSSI incomeand nomemberage60 ormore.

learnedincomeincludeswages,salaries,self-eaq)loyment,farmincome,andearnedincometaxcredit.
e

0PublicassistanceincludesAid toFamilieswithDependentChildren{AFDC}andGeneralAssistance{GA).

hDueto rounding,thesumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthetablAtotal.

Source: Winter1288FoodStampQualityControlsan_ole.



Appendix Table A-2]--Nu_er of participating households claiming medical
deduction and value of deduction claimeda

Households Nult_erof households Percent of Averaqe amountof deduction
with: Total With deduction all households With deduction All households

(thousands) (thousands)

Elderly b 1,433 175 12.2 $67 $8

Children¢ 4,331 15 0.3 30 0

Disabledd 612 9 1.5 97 1

Earnedincomee 1,458 7 0.5 150 1

Public assistance f 3,543 7 0.2 30 0

Total° 7,071 184 2.6 69 2

aAvailableonlyto householdswhereat leastonememberisage60 or more,or at leastonemember
receivesSSI and no memberis age60 or more. Deductionsshownare thoseto whichhouseholdsare entitled.
Someof thedeductionsmay nothavebeenusedbeforea householdreacheszeronet incomestatus.

bHouseholdswithat leastonememberage 60or more.

CHouseholdswith at least one meat)erage 17 or less.

dHouseholdswith SSI incomeand no ment)erage 60 or more.

eEarned income includes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and earned incometax credit.

rpublic assistance includes Aid to Families with DependentChildren (AFOC)and General Assistance (_).

gThesumof individual categories does not match the total becausea household can have more than one of
the characteristics included in the table.

Source: Winter lg84) Food StampQuality Control sample.
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· AppendixTableA-22--Otstributtonof participatinghouseholdsby
' amountof medicaldeduction"

I

Amountof medical Nunt_rof Percentof
deductiona households all households

i (thousands)

! None 6,087 97.4
;t

$ I - 50 98 1.4

51 - 100 52 0.7

101- 150 21 0.3

151-200 6 0.1

201-250 2 0.0'

251 - 300 3 0.0

300+ 3 0.0

Totalb 7,071 100.0

Averagemedicaldeductionforclaiminghouseholds- $69

aAvailableonlyto householdswhereat leastoneme_er isage 60 or more,or at
leastonemead)erreceivesSSIand no memberisage 60 or more. Deductionsshownare
thosetowhichhouseholdsare entitled.Someof thedeductionsmay not havebeenused
beforea householdreacheszeronet incomestatus.

bDueto rounding,the sumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthe tabletotal.

Source:Winter1980FoodSta_ QualityControlsable.
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AppendixTableA-23--Dtstrtbuttonof participating,householdsbyamountof
monthly food stampbenefit"

Amountof monthly Numberof Percent of
benefit a households all households

(thousands)

$10or less 487 §.g

11 - 25 334 4.7

26 - 50 62g 8.9

51-75 691 g.8

76 - 100 1,233 17.4

101 - 150 1,088 15.4

151 - 200 1,100 15.6

201 - 300 1,197 16.g

301or more 311 4.4

Totalb 7,071 100.0

Averagemonthlyfoodstampbenefit- $130

aThemaximummonthlybenefitvariesby area(seeappendixEl.

bDuetorounding,thesumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthe tabletotal.

'Source:Winterlg80FoodSta_ QualityControlsanl)!e.
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'I Appendix Table A-24--Average monthly food stamp benefit by gross monthly: income and household size

!

r[_ Gross monthly Household size Average totalincome 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ deduction

, (dollars)

None 87 159 22g 290 347 413 457 54g 165

$1-99 87 159 228 290 344 -- 457 522 151

100-199 84 152 222 2843 343 408 457 585 151
200-299 70 143 208 269 324 396 423 508 163

300-399 38 115 186 245 300 385 393 524 103

400-499 26 91 158 212 270 331 380 465 114
500-500 18 57 130 186 247 319 352 497 119

600-699 12 44 103 173 214 274 319 446 138

700-799 10 32 84 135 192 242 30g 407 135
800-899 10 17 71 121 158 22g 267 352 140

goo-gg9 -- 16 47 89 141 200 243 375 134

1000+ 10 22 55 61 g8 139 151 262 131

Average benefit
per household 51 102 156 193 215 262 284 386 130

-- No sample householdsin this category.

Source: Winter 1988 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Appendix Table A-25--Oistributionof participatinghouseholdsby total countableresources
for all householdsand householdswith elderlyor disabled

Value of All Householdswith Householdswith

countable households elderlyb elderlyor disabledc
resourcesa Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

None 5,401 76.4 892 52.3 1,346 65,8
$ 1 - 500 1,303 18.4 360 25.1 481 23.5

501 - 1,000 202 2.g gg 6.g 11g 5.8
1,001 - 1,500 106 1.5 45 3.2 61 3.0

1,501 - 1,750 20 0,4 14 1,0 15 0.8
1.751 - 2,000 16 0.2 8 0.5 8 (_.4

2.001 - 3,000 12 0.2 11 0.8 11 0.6
Unknown 4 O.1 3 O.2 3 O.2

Totald 7.071 100.0 1,433 100.0 2,046 100.0

Average value of countableresourcesfor all households- $82

Average value of countableresourcesfor elderlyhouseholds- $184

Average value of countableresourcesfor elderlyor disabledhouseholds- $153

aOeftnedas cash on hand, assets which can be easily convertedto cash, such as money in

checking or savings accounts,savingscertificates,stocksor bonds, and lump sum payments. They

also includesome nonliquidassets,although the familyhome, one or more familyvehicles if under
$4,500 in value, and businesstools or propertyare not counted.

bHouseholdswith at leastone member age 60 or more.

cH°Useholds where at least one member is age 60 or more. or at least one member receives SSI
and no member is age 60 or more.

dOue tO rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Winter 1918 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-26--Dtstrtbutton of participating households
by type of most recent action

Most recent Numberof Percent of
action househo]ds al ] households

(thousands)

Initial certification a 1.747 24,7

Recert i f tcat ion 5,245 74.2

Unknown 79 !. 1

Total b 7.071 100.0

aIncludes both households certified for the first ttme and previously certified
households Mo have not received benefits for at least 30 days.

bOueto rounding, the sumof individual categories meynot match the table total.

Source: Winter 1988Food Stan1_Quality Control sanple.
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AppendixTableA-27--Comparisonof householdswithandwithout
expeditedserviceby presenceof grossand

netmonthlyincome

Householdswith Householdswithout
expeditedservicea expeditedservice Unknown
Number Percent Number Percent Humber Percentb

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Grossincome- 0 109 41.7 372 5.5 9 41.2
Grossincome> 0 152 58.3 6,415 g4.5 13 58.8

Net income- 0 164 62.8 1,142 16.8 12 52.3
Net income> 0 97 37.2 5,645 83.2 11 . 47.7

Totalc 261 3.7 6,787 g6.o 23 0.3

aHouseholdswhichinitiallyreceivedexpeditedserviceforthe certificationperiodineffectinJanuary
or February1988.

bpercentsarecalculatedfromunroundednumbersandmay notmatchcalculationsbasedon the rounded
numberpresentedin thetable.

COueto rounding,the sumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthe tabletotal.

Source: Winterlg88FoodStampQualityControlsample.
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AppendixTableA-30--Sex-and age-relatedcharacteristics
of participatinghouseholds

Numberof Percent of
households all householdsa
(thousands)

Householdswith elderly b 1,433 20.3

Single-person elderly householdsc 1,051 14.g
Headedby female 858 12.1
Headedbymale 192 2.7
Unknown 1 0.0

Otherelderlyhouseholdsd 382 5.4
Headedby female lgg 2.8
Headedbymale 181 2.6
Unknown 2 0.0

Householdswithchildrene 4,331 61.3
Headedby female 3,520 49.8
Headedby male 743 10.5
Unknown 67 1.0

Householdswithdisabledr 612 8.7
Headedby female 429 6.1
Headedby male 182 2.6
Unknown I 0.0

apercentfiguresdo notaddto 100becausea householdcanhavemorethanoneof thecharacteristics
includedin thetable.

bHouseholdswithat leastonemeat_rage 60 ormore.

Clncludeselderlysinglepersonsltvingaloneor as a separatefoodstampunit ina largerhousehold.

dIncludeselderlycouplesandothermulttpersonhouseholdswithelderlyme_ers.

eHouseholdswithat leastonememberage 17or less.

fHousehoidswithSSI incomeand no me_beris age60 or more.

Source:Winterlg88FoodStampQualityControlsample.
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Appendix Table A-31--Distribution of participating households by household size,

nu_er of elderly, nu_er of children, and nu_er of school-age children

Householdsize Nunt_erof households

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ {thousands)

Nu_er of elderlya

0 1,197 1.263 1,271 g42 514 247 113 91 5,637

I 1,051 135 43 20 17 13 2 8 1,280
2 ** 122 12 5 4 2 144
3 ** ** I ...... 0 -- 2

Nun,)er of children b

0 2,223 452 51 11 2 -- 2,740
I 25 1.026 368 37 10 4 0 -- 1,470

2 *" 41 _6 390 52 11 1 2 1,384
3 ** ** 21 513 287 26 11 2 861
4 ** ** ** 16 180 155 23 g 382

5 ** ** ** ** 2 66 80 86 235

Number of school-age
children c

0 2,234 go8 416 158 33 6 I 2 3,757

1 15 597 513 232 103 18 4 2 1,483
2 ** 15 392 33g 167 54 19 8 995
3 ' ** ** 5 232 172 77 2g 14 530

4 ** ** ** 6 57 86 33 26 208

5+ *" ** ** ** 2 20 29 47 g8

Totald 2,248 1,519 1,326 g67 535 261 115 gg 7,071

aPersons age 60 or more.

bpersonsage 17 or less.

Cpersons age 5 to 17.

dDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

** By definition, these are mutually exclusive categories, therefore, no households will be found in

this category.

-- No san_ole households in this category.

Source: Winter 1988 Food Stanl_Quality Control sawle.
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AppendixTableA-32--Distributionof participantsby ageand sex

Female Male Unknown All participants
A_je Number Percent Num/aer Percent Nu_r Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

4 or less 1,610 8.4 1,644 8.6 5 0.0 3,259 17.1

5 - 17 3,21g 16.g 3,212 16.8 4 0.0 6,435 33.8

18 - 35 3,437 18.0 1,475 7.7 4 0.0 4,916 25.8

36 - 5g 1,825 g.6 1,014 5.3 I 0.0 2,/)40 14.9
t

60 or more 1,156 6.1 425 2.2 .... 1,580 8.3

Unknown 14 0.1 17 0.1 3 0.0 34 0.2

Totala 11,260 5g.1 7,785 40.8 17 0.1 lg,OG3 100.0

aDueto rounding,thesum of individualcategoriesmay notmatchthe tabletotal.

-- No samplehouseholdsinthiscat_ory.

Source:Winterlg88FoodStampQualityControlsample.
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Appendix Table A-33--Age-related characteristics of participants

Numberof Percent of
participants participants
(thousands)

A. Children a 9,693 50.8
1. Preschoolchildren 3,259 17.1
2. School-agechildren 6,435 33.8

B. Adultsb 7,755 40.7
1. Parents 5,847 30.7

a. Singleparents 2,718 14.3
Livingwithelderly 55 0.3
Disabled 73 0.4
Livingwithdisabled 41 0.2
Other 2,548 13.4'

b. Multipleparents 3,129 16.4
Livingwithelderly 68 0.4
Disabled 14g 0.8
Livingwithdisabled 241 1.3
Other 2,671 14.0

2. Nonparents 1,908 10.0
a. Singleadults 1,270 6.7

Livingwithelderly g6 0.5
Disabled 262 1.4
Livingwithdisabled i 0.0
Other 910 4.8

b. Multipleadults 638 3.3
Livingwithelderly 35 0.2
Disabled 78 0.4

"Living withdisabled 82 0.4
Other 443 2.3

C. Elderlyc 1,580 8.3

0. Unknownage 34 0.2

Totald lg,063 100.0

aPersonsage 17 or less.

bpersons age 18 to 59.

¢Personsage 60 or more.

dOueto rounding, the sumof individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Winter lg88 FoodStanl) Quality Control sample.
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A4)PendixTable A-34--Oistrtbutionof participatinghouseholdsby
race or ethnicorigin of householdhead

Race/ethnicorigin Numberof Percentof
of householdhead households all households

(thousands)

White 3,323 47.0

Black 2,555 36.1

Hispanic 895 12.7

Asian 108 1.5

AmericanIndian 77 1.1

Unknown 113 1.6

Totala 7,071 100.0

_ue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Winter lg84)Food Stanl0QualityControlsaunple.
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Appendix Table A-35--Distrtbutton of participating households by
selected characteristics of household members

Households with Numberof Percent of
at least one: households all households

(thousands)

Alten 92 1.3

Htgrant 2 0.0

Military 3 0.0

Striker 2 0.0

Studenta 3go S.S

aHouseholdment)erage 18 yearsor olderenrolledat leasthalftimeina recognized
school,trainingprogram,or institutionof highereducation.

Source:Winterlg88FoodStanM_QualityControlsample.
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i! Appendix Table A-36--Dtstrtbutton of participating households by
employmnt status of household head

· Employment status Number of Percent of
rJ of household head households ail households

t (thousands)Employed ful 1timea 626 8.8

Employedpartttmeb 321 4.5

Se!f-_nplolled 31 0.4

Farm employed 8 0.1

Not employed 5,g08 83.6

Unknown 177 2.5

Totalc 7,071 100.0

aEmplo)_dat least30 hours per week or receivingweekly earningsequal to or
greater than the Federalminimumwage multipliedby 30 hours.

bEmployedless than 30 hours per week.

CDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Winter lg88 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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AppendixTableA-37--Oistributionof participatinghouseholdsby work
registrationstatusof householdhead

Workrecjistrationstatus Nunt)erof Percentof
of householdhead households households

(thousands)

Requiredtoregisterforwork 870 12.3

Exea!0tfromworkregistration: 5,g61 84.3
Lessthan18 41 0.6
Disabledor elderly 2,137 30.2
WIN participant 1,404 lg.g
Caretakerof childor incapacitated
adulta 1,647 23.3.

Recipientof UnemploymentInsurance(UI) 85 1.2
Participant in drug addiction or
alcoholictreatmentprogram 27 0.4

En_loye_lfulltime-- 580 8.2
Student' 41 0.6

Unknown 240 3.4

Totald 7,071 100.0

alncludesbothcaretakersof childrenunder6 and caretakersof childrenunder18 where
anotherable-bodiedparentisregisteredforworkor exemptedbecauseof emplo_nent.

bEnl)loy_eclat least30 hoursperweekor receivingweeklyearningsequalto or greaterthan
theFederalminimumwagemultipliedby 30 hours.

CEnrolled'atleasthalftimeina recognizedschool,trainingprogram,or institutionof
higher education.

dDueto rounding,the sumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthetabletotal.

Source:Winterlg88FoodStanl_QualityControlsan_)le.
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AppendixTableA-_B--Oistributionof participantsby work
registrationstatus

Nuat)erof Percent of
Work registration status participants participants

(thousands)

Requiredto registerforwork 1,4gq 7,8

Exe_l)tfromworkregistration: 17,190 90.2
Lessthan18 g,20g 48.3
Disabledor elderly 2,602 13.6
WIN participant 1,741 g.1
Caretaker of child or incapacitated
adulta 2.161 11.3

Recipientof UnemploymentInsurance(UI) 116 0.6
Participanttndrugaddictionor
alcoholictreatmentprogram 27 0.1

Employedfulltimeu 841 4.4
Student¢ 493 2.6

Unknown 377 2.0

Totald 1g,063 100.0

alncludesbothcaretakersof childrenunder6 and caretakersof childrenunder18where
anotherable-bodiedparentisregisteredforworkor exemptedbecauseof employment.

bEmployedat least30 hoursperweekor receivingweeklyearningsequalto or greaterthan
the Federalminimumwagemultipliedby 30 hours.

CEnrolledat leasthalftimeina recognizedschool,trainingprogram,or institutionof
higher education.

dDuetorounding,thesumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthetabletotal.

Source: Winter1988FoodSt_npQualityControlsample.
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AppendixTableA-3g--Distributionof householdsandbenefits
forhouseholdswithandwithoutearnedincome

Households Benefits
Number Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Householdswithearnedincomea 1,458 20.6 $222,g43 24.3

Householdswithno earnedincome 5,613 79.4 693,881 75.7

Totalb 7,071 100.0 915,824 100.0

aEarnedincome includes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and earned income tax credit.

bDuetO rounding, the sumof individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Winter lg88 FoodSta_ Quallty Control sable.
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AppendixTableA-40--Averagevalueof selectedcharacteristicsfor
householdswithandwithoutearnedincome

Householdswith Householdswith
earnedincomea no earnedincome

Grossmonthlyincome{dollars) 651 378

Netmonthlyincome{dollars) 372 209

Totaldeductionb {dollars) 291 192

Countableresources{dollars) 96 78

Monthlybenefit(dollars) 153 124

Householdsize (persons) 3.7 2.4

Certification period {months) g.o g.8

aEarnedincome includes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and earned incometax
credit.

bIncludes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, medical, and standard deductions (see
appendix D). Deductions shownare those to which households are entitled. Someof the deductions may
not have been used before a household reaches zero net incomestatus.

Source: Winter lg88 Food StampQuality Control sample.
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AppendixTableA-41--Numberandpercentageof householdswithandwithout
earnedincomeforselectedcharacteristics

Householdswith Householdswith no
earned incomea earned income

Humber Percent° Humber Percent°
(thousands) (thousands)

Zerogrossincome ** ** 490 8.7

Zeronetincome 17g 12.2 1.13g 20.3

Minimumbenefitc 44 3.0 433 7.7

Elderlyd 57 3.g 1,376 24.5

Childrene 1,212 83.1 3.11g 55.6

School-agechildrenf g72 66.7 2,341 41.7

aEarnedincomeincludeswages,salaries,self-employment,farmincome,andearnedincometaxcredit.

bPercentfiguresdo notadd to 100becausea householdcanhavemorethanone of the characteristics
included in the table.

¢Mtnimumbenefitis $10 forone-and two-personhouseholds.

_Householdswith at least one memberage 60 or more.

eHouseholdswith at least one memberage 17 or less.

tHouseholds with at least one memberage 5 to 17.

** 8y definition, these are mutually exclusive categories, therefore, no households will be found in
this category.

Source: Winter lg88 Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-42--Comparlsonof distribution of participating households
on selected characteristics for households

with and without earned income

Householdswith Householdswith no
earned tncomea earned income

Humber Percent Humber Percent
(thousands) (thousands)

Householdsize
I - 2 425 29.1 3,343 5g.6
3 - 4 623 42.8 1,570 29.8

5+ 410 28.1 600 10.7

Gross Income
Hone ** ** 490 8.7 .

$ I - gg 53 3.5 70 1.3
100 - 199 70 4.8 535 9.5
200 - 299 80 5.5 690 12.3
300 - 399 126 8.7 1,545 27.5
400 - 499 154 10.5 872 15.5

500+ 974 56.8 1,409 25.1

Net income
None 179 12.2 1,13g 20.3

$ I - 99 130 8.9 888 15.8
100 - lgg 13g 9.5 1,045 18.6
200 - 2gg 190 13.0 1,037 18.5
300 - 399 215 14.7 504 10.8
400 - 4gg 184 12.6 420 7.5

500+ 423 29.0 480 8.5

Benefits
$10 or less 48 3.3 439 7.8
11 - 50 104 7.2 859 15.3
51 - 100 354 24.3 1,570 28.0

101 - 200 559 38.4 1,628 29.0
201 - 300 293 20.1 903 16.1

301+ 98 5.7 213 3.8

Total b 1,458 100.0 5,613 100.0 -

aEarnedincome includes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and earned income tax credit.

bOueto rounding, the sumof individual categories maynot match the table total.

** By definition, these are mutually exclusive categories, therefore, no households will be found
in this category.

Source: Winter 1988 Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-43--Otstrtbution of households and benefits for
households with and without e)derly

Households Benefits
Nuni_er Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Households with elderly a 1,433 20.3 $73,209 8.0

Households without elderly 5,637 79.7 843,615 92.0

Total b 7,071 100.0 916,824 100.0

aHouseholds with at least one mealier age 60 or more.

_ue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Winter 1988 Foa<l Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-46--Comparison of distribution of participating
households on selected characteristics for households

with and without elderly

Households with Households with
elderly a no elderly

Number Percent Number Percent
(thousands) (thousands)

Household size
1 - 2 1,308 91.2 2,459 43.6
3 - 4 80 5.6 2,213 39.3

5+ 45 3.2 965 17.1

Gross income
None 16 1.1 474 8.4

$ I - 99 8 0.6 115 2.0
100 - 199 36 2.5 569 10.1
200 - 299 73 5.1 697 12.4
300 - 3gg 661 46.1 1,011 17.9
400 - 499 319 22.2 708 12.6

600+ 321 22.4 2,063 36.6

Net (ncoma
None 105 7.3 1,213 21.5

$ 1 - gg 175 12.2 843 15.0
100 - 199 306 21.3 878 15.6
200 - 299 451 31.5 776 13.8
300 - 39g 183 12.8 635 11.3
400 - 49g 118 8.2 486 8.6

500+ g6 6.7 806 14.3

Benefits
$10 or less 349 24.4 138 2.4

11 - 50 552 38.5 411 7.3
51 - 100 389 27.2 1,535 27.2

101 - gO0 104 7.2 2,084 37.0
201 - 300 30 2.1 1,167 20.7

301+ g 0.6 302 5.4

Total b 1,433 100.0 5,637 100.0

eHouseholds with at least one memberage 60 or more.

bOue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Winter lg_ Food StaanpQuality Control san1=le.
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Appendix Table A-47--Otstrtbution of households and benefits
for households with and without disabled

Households Benefits
Number Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Householdswith dtsableda 612 8.7 $56,451 6.2

Householdswith no disabled 6,459 91.3 860,373 93.8

Total b 7,071 100.0 916,824 100.0

aHouseholdswith SSI tncomaand ne memberage 60 or more.

bDueto rounding, the sumof individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Winter 1988Food StampQuality Control sample.

85



Appendix TableA-SO--Coaparisonof distributionof participating
householdson selectedcharacteristicsfor households

with and withoutdisabled

Householdswith Householdswith
Households disableda no disabled
with: Number Percent Nund_er Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Household size
I - 2 367 59.9 3,401 52.7
3 - 4 148 24.2 2,145 33.2
5+ g7 15.9 913 14.1

Gross income
None .... 490 7.6

$ 1 - g9 .... 123 1.9

t 100 - lg9 0 0.1 605 g.4
200 - 299 10 1.6 760 11.8
300 - 399 268 43.7 1,404 21.7
400 - 499 83 13.6 943 14.6

500+ 251 41.0 2,133 33.0

Net income
None 21 3.4 1,297 20.1

$ I - 9g 59 9.7 959 14.8
100 - 19g 141 23.1 1,043 16.1
200 - 2gg 131 21.4 1,096 17.0
300 - 399 55 8.9 764 11.8
400 ~ 499 68 11.2 535 8.3

500+ 137 22.4 765 11,9

Benefits
$10 or less 63 10.3 424 6.6
11 - 50 177 28.g 786 12,2
51 - 100 178 29.2 1,746 27.0
101 - 200 134 21.g 2,054 31.8
201 - 300 36 5.g 1,161 18.0

301+ 24 3.g 284) 4.5

Totalb 612 100.0 6,45g 100.0

aHouseholdswith SSI incomeand no _c_qnberage 60 or more.

bDue to roundleg,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

-- No saq)le householdsin this category,

Source: Winter 19_ Food Stamp QualityControlsa_le.
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Appendix Table A-SI--Distribution of householdsand benefits
for households with children, school-age

children, and no children

Households 8eneftts
Nuai_er Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Householdswith chtldren a 4,331 61.3 $754,875 82.3

Householdswith school-age
children b 3,314 46.9 60g,644 66.5

Householdswithno children 2,740 38.7 161,g4g 17.7

Total c 7,071 100.0 g16,824 100.0

aHouseholdswith at least one memberage 17 or less.

bHouseholdswith at least one meai3erage 5 to 17.

CDueto rounding, the sm, of individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Winter 1988 Food StaalpQuality Control saaM31e.
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Appendix Table A-52--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with children, school-age children,

and nochildren

Householdswith Householdswith school-age Householdswith
children a children b no chtldren

Grossmonthlyincome(dollars) 503 527 326

Netmonthlyincome(dollars) 298 321 155

Totaldeductionc (dollars) 222 223 198

Countableresources(dollars) 59 54 11g

Monthlybenefit(dollars) 174 184 59

Householdsize (persons) 3.6 3.g 1.2

Certificationperiod(months) 9.2 9.2 10.4

aHouseholdswithat leastonememberage 17 or less.

bHouseholdswithat leastonementorage 5 to 17.

CIncludesearnedincome,dependentcare,excessshelter,medical,andstandarddeductions(seeappendix
O). Deductionsshownare thoseto_ich householdsareentitled.Someof thedeductionsmay not havebeen
usedbeforea householdreacheszeronet incomestatus.

Source:Winter1988FoodSta_ QualityControlsample.
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Appendix Table A-53--Numberand percentage of households with children, school-age
children, and no children for selected characteristics

Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith
children a school-aqe children b no children

Number Percentc Number Percentc Number Percentc
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Zero gross income 237 5.5 172 5.2 253 g.3

Zero net income 587 13.6 410 12.4 730 26.7

Minimumbenefitd 11 0.2 5 0.2 467 . 17.0

Elderl_ 146 3.4 132 4.0 1,287 47.0

School-agechildrenb 3,314 76.5 3,314 100.0 0 0.0

aHouseholdswithat leastone_r age17 or less.

bHouseholdswithat leastone memberage5 to 17.

Cpercentfiguresdo notadd to 100becausea householdcan havemorethanoneof the characteristics
includedin the table.

_intmumbenefitis$10for one-and two-personhouseholds.

eHousehold[withat leastonememberage 60or more.

Source: Winterlg88Fo_xtStanpQualityControlsable.
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Appendix Table A-54--Comparisonof distributionof participatinghouseholds
on selected characteristicsfor householdswith children,

school-agechildren,and no children

Households with Households with Households with

chtldren a school-aqe children b no chtldren
Hunt)er Percent Nuat)er Percent Nuni)er Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Households size
I - 2 1,092 25.2 626 18.9 2,675 97.6

3 - 4 2,231 51.5 1,719 51.g 62 2.3
5+ 1,008 23.3 968 29.2 2 . 0.1

Gross income
None 237 5.5 172 5,2 253 9.3

$ 1 ~ 99 47 1.1 33 1.0 76 2.8
100 - 199 273 6.3 178 5.4 332 12.1
200 - 299 510 11.8 340 10.2 260 g.5

300 - 399 623 14.4 471 14.2 1,048 38.3
400 - 499 608 14.0 444 13.4 419 15.3

500+ 2,033 46.g 1,676 50.6 351 12.8

Net income
None 587 13.6 410 12.4 730 26.7

$ I - 99 561 13.0 393 11.8 457 16.7
100 - 199 639 14.8 453 13.7 545 19.9

200 - 299 639 14.8 490 14.8 588 21.4
300 - 399 587 13.5 446 13.5 232 8.5

400 - 499 482 11.1 388 11.7 122 4.4

500+ 836 19.3 733 22.1 67 2.4

Benefits

$10 or less 21 0.5 15 0.4 467 17.0
11 - 50 185 4.3 129 3.9 778 28.4

51 - 100 674 15.6 464 14.0 1,251 45.7

101 - 200 1,962 45.3 1,415 42.7 226 8.3

201 - 300 1,179 27.2 987 29.8 17 0.6
301+ 311 7.2 304 g.2 1 O.O

Totalc 4,331 100.0 3,314 100.0 2,740 100.0

aHouseholds with at least one ment)er age 17 or less.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 5 to 17.

CDueto rounding, the sum of individual categories may not)n arch the table total.

Source: Winter 1988 Food St_unpQuality Control sample.
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AppendixTableA-55--Oistributionof householdsand benefits
for householdswithandwithoutAFDCincome

Households Benefits
Number Percent 'Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

!HouseholdswithAFDC income 2,785 3g.4 $45g,858 50.2

Householdswithno AFDCincome 4,286 60.6 456,g66 4g.8

Totala 7,071 100.0 916,82q 100.0

aDueto rounding,the sumof individualcategoriesmay notmatchthe tabletotal.

Source: Winterlg88FoodStambQualityControlsample.
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Appendix Table A-56--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with and without AFDCincome

Householdswith Householdswith
AFDCincome no AFDCincome

Gross monthly income(dollars) 487 400

Net monthly income (dollars) 291 211

Totaldeductiona (dollars) 200 221

Countableresources(dollars) 38 11!

Monthlybenefit(dollars) 165 107

Householdsize (persons) 3.5 2.2

Certificationperiod(months) g.4 g.8

aIncludesearnedincome,dependentcare,excessshelter,medical,and standarddeductions
(seeappendixD). Deductionsshownare thoseto whichhouseholdsareentitled.Someof the
deductionsmay nothavebeenusedbeforea householdreacheszeronet Incomestatus.

Source: Winter[g88FoodStampQualityControlsample.
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Appendix Table A-57--Numberand percentage of households with and without
AFDCincome for selected characteristics

Householdswith Householdswith
AFDCincome no AFDCincome

Householdswith: Number Percenta Number Percenta
(thousands) (thousands)

Zero gross income '* ** 490 11.4%

Zero net income 212 7.6 1,105 25.8

Hinimumbeneftt b 10 0.4 467 10.9

Elderly c 71 2.6 1,362 31.8

Childrend 2,732 98.1 1,599 37.3

School-agechildrene 2.048 73.5 1,266 29.5

aPercentfiguresdo notadd to 100becausea householdcan havemorethanone of thecharacteristics
included in the table.

_lnimumbenefitis$10 forone-and two-personhouseholds.

CHouseholdswithat leastonememberage 60or more.

dHouseholdswithat leastoneme_er age 17or less.

eHouseholdswithat leastonemenioerage 5 to 17.

** By definition,theseare mutuallyexclusivecategories,therefore,no householdswillbe foundin
thiscategory. ,.

Source: Winter1988FoodStant0QualityControlsable.

95



Appendix Table A-58--Comparisonof distributionof participatinghouseholdson
selectedcharacteristicsfor householdswith and without

AFDC income

Households with Households with
Households AFl)(: income no AFDC tncoae

with: Number Percent Number Percent
(thousands) (thousands)

Household size
I - 2 831 29.8 2,937 68.5
3 - 4 1,401 50.3 892 20.8

5+ 553 19.8 457 10.7

Gross income
None '* '* 490 11.4

$ 1 - 99 12 0.4 1tl 2.5
100 - 199 212 7.6 393 9.2
200 - 299 422 15.2 348 8.1
300 - 399 475 17.1 1,197 27.9
400 - 499 458 16.4 569 13.3

500+ 1,205 43.3 1,179 27.5

Net income
None 212 7.5 1,105 25.8

$ 1 - 99 449 16.1 569 13.3
100 - 199 490 17.6 694 15.2
200 - 2gg 455 16.4 771 18.0
300 - 399 425 15.3 394 9.2
400 - 499 290 10.4 314 7.3

500+ 464 16.7 439 10.2

Benefits
$10 or less 20 0.7 467 10.9
11 - 50 120 4.3 843 19.7
51 - 100 454 16.3 1,470 34.3

101 - 200 1,354 48.6 834 19.5
201 - 300 680 24.4 516 12.0

301+ 156 5.6 156 3.6

Total a 2,785 100.0 4,286 100.0

aDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

** By definition, these are mutually exclusive categories, therefore, no households will be found in
this category.

Source: Winter 1988 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Appendix TabLe A-59--Comparison of average vatue of setected
characteristics for August 1980 - winter 1988

..

August August August JFeb. August August Summer Summer Summer Winter
1980 a 1981 1982 '1983 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

Gross monthly income (dollars) 326 349 356 376 379 390 398 417 426 434

Net monthly income (do[tars) 194 196 205 208 224 229 226 232 239 243

Total deductionb (dot[ars) 148 169 159 175 170 177 191 203 205 213

CountabLe resources (dot[ars) 66 62 58 73 54 58 63 71 79 82

MonthLy benefit (doLlars) 89 103 105 127 116 114 116 120 120 130

Household size (persons) 2.8 2.7 2.8 2.9 2.8 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.7 2.7
_D
.,4

aExc[udes ALaska and Hawaii.

blncLudes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, medica[, and standard deductions. Deductions are those to which
households are entitled. Some deductions may not have been used before a household reached zero net incoenestatus.

Sources: August 1980 - Winter 1988 Food Stamp Quatity Control samples.
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Appendix TabLe A-60--Comparison of percentage of households with
selected characteristics for August 1980 - winter 1988

Percent of att households

August August August Feb. August August August Summer Summer Winter
HousehoLds with: 1980a 1981 1982 1983 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

Zero gross inco_ne 8.1 7.3 7.8 5.4 6.6 6.5 6.8 6.0 6.0 6.9

Zero net income 16.6 18.7 18.9 18.4 16.4 17.5 19.8 18.6 17.7 18.6

Minimum benefit 6.9 5.6 7.5 4.5 7.5 9.6 8.5 8.5 8.9 6.7

ELderLy b 22.6 20.9 19.6 18.1 20.2 22.1 21.4 20.2 20.5 20.3

_D ChiLdren c 59.9 56.4 58.2 68.1 63.8 60.9 59.2 61.2 61.2 61.3
Om

School-age childrend 44.4 44.2 49.2 51.6 47.3 46.3 47.4 47.8 47.8 46.9

aExctudes ALaska and Hawaii

b
HousehoLds with at Least one member age 60 or more.

c
HousehoLds with at Least one member age 17 or Less.

d
HousehoLds with at Least one member age 5 to 17.

Sources: August 1980 - Winter 1988 Food Stamp QuaLity Control samples.
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Appendix B--Poverty inc_ne guidetires for 1988 a i}

t _. Continental

United States,

Househotd Guam, and the ?
size Virgin Islands Alaska Hawaii

I 1 S 5,500 $ 6,860 $ 6,310

2 7,400 9,240 8,500

3 9,300 11,620 10,690
, /

4 11,200 14,000 12,880

5 13,100 16,380 15,070 i

6 15,000 18,760 1;',260

_.
7 16,900 21,140 19,450

8 b 18,800 23,520 21,640

i.

· "aAnnuat income for nonfarm famities.

_' bFor households with more than eight members, add $1,900
?' in the continenta[ United States, Guam, and the Virgin Islands;

'_. $2,380 in Alaska; and $2,190 in Hawaii for each additional person.

'._ Source: Department of Hearth and Human Services.
/
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Appendix C--Maximum aLLowabLe net monthly food s_amp income
eLigibiLity standards in winter 1988

Continental

United States,
Household Guam, and the
size Virgin ]stands ALaska Hawaii

1 $ 459 S 572 $ 526

2 617 770 709

3 775 969 891

4 934 1,167 1,074

5 10092 1_365 1,256

6 1,250 1,564 1,439

7 1,409 1,762 1,621

8b 1,567 1,960 1,804

a
The food stamp net income standards are equal to the HHS

poverty income guidelines (appendix A) divided by 12, rounded
up to the nearest dollar.

b
For households with more than eight members, add $158 in

the continental United States, Guam, and the Virgin Islands; :_
$198 in Alaska; and $183 in Hawaii for each additional person.

Source: 52 Federal Registry 19901, May 28, 1987.
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_.. Appendix D--Valueof standardand maximumdependentcare and excess
shelterdeductionsin continentalUnitedStates and outlyingareas in

· winter1988

Dependent Excess
Area Standard care shelter_D

Prior Law P.L. 100

t-

ContinentalUnited States $102 $160 $152 $164 _,

Alaska 17S 16o 261 z85 _!

Hawaii 144 160 217 234 Y

Guam 205 160 185 199 I

Virgin Islands 90 160 112 121 i

aLimit on excessshelterdeductionfor householdscertifiedafter 10/1/87
and with no n_-,mberage 60 or more or no disabledmember°

bThese amountswent intoeffectOctober 1, 1987 for householdswhose
certificationperiod began beforeOctober 1, 1987. They remained in effect
until the householdwas recertifiedor began a new certificationperiod;then
the'amountsunder P.L. 100-77went intoeffect.

Source: 52 FederalRegistry36809, October1, 1987.
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Appendix E--Value of maximum coupon allotment (Thrifty Food Plan) in
continental United States and outlying areas in winter 1988

Household Continental Alaska b J Virgin

Size United States a Rural [ Rural 11 Nenana Urban I Hawaii Guam Islands
I

1 S 87 S144 S176 S158 S113 $133 $12B $111

2 159 265 322 290 207 244 235 205

3 228 379 462 415 297 350 336 293

4 290 482 586 527 378 444 427 37'3

5 344 572 696 626 448 527 508 443

6 413 686 836 752 538 633 609 531

? 457 759 924 831 595 700 67"3 587

8c 522 867 1056 949 680 800 770 b71

0 _ I
bJ

aExcludes Alaska and Hawaii.

bD_e to the unusual nature of Alaskan terrain and climate, areas outside major urban centers are

tess accessible to food distributors. Therefore, the value of the maximum coupon allotment accounts for

this added expense by splitting the Thrifty Food Plan into four separate components: Rural I, Rural I1,
Nenana, and Urban.

CFor households with more than eight members, add $65 in the continental United States, $100 in
Hawaii, $90 in Guam, and $79 in the Virgin Islands for each additional person. In Alaska, add the
following amounts for each area:

Area Amount

Rural I $108
Rural 11 132

Nenana 119
Urban 85

Source: For Continental United States, 52 federal Registry _9055 December 29, 1987.

For Alaska, Hawaii, Guam and the Virgin [stands, 52 Federal Registry 36809 October I, 1987.
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Appendix F--Source and reliability of estimates

Backqround

!_ The summary tables are derived from a sample of households

selected for review as part of the quality control system. This

system is an ongoing review of food stamp household circumstances

to determine (1) if households are eligible to participate or are
_ receiving the correct coupon allotment, and (2) if household

I participation is correctly denied or terminated. The system is

based on a national probability sample of approximately 70,000

participating food stamp households and a somewhat smaller number

of denials and terminations every 12 months. The national sample

of participating households collected in the Integrated Quality

Control System (IQCS) is stratified by the 50 States, the

District of Columbia, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. Annually

_ required State samples range from a minimum of 300 to a maximumof 2,400 reviews depending on the size of the State's caseload.

i_i State agencies select an independent sample each month that is
generally proportional to the size of the monthly participating

caseload, l The survey reported here relies primarily on the
winter 1988 food stamp IQCS sample of participating households.

To ensure an adequate sampling size, both January and February

samples comprised the data which were collected for the winter

of 1988. Because the winter 1988 caseload was larger than the

summer 1987 caseload, the winter 1988 file is approximately 6

percent larger than the summer 1987 file.

Tarqet Universe

The target universe of this study included all participating

households (active cases) subject to quality control review in
the 50 States and the District of Columbia. The winter 1988

participating caseload in Guam and the Virgin Islands was also

sampled, but these results are not included in the tabulations.

While almost all participating food stamp households are included

in the target universe, certain types not amenable to QC review

are not. Specifically, the active universe includes all

households receiving food stamps during a review period except

those in which the participants died or moved outside the State,

1Several States have integrated the Food Stamp, AFDC, and

Medicaid QC sample selection and review process. In these

States, monthly sample size is not necessarily proportional to

monthly caseload size.
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received benefits by a disaster certification authorized by
were under investigation for Food Stamp Program fraud (

those with pending fraud hearings), and/or were appealing a
notice of adverse action when the review date falls within

time period covered by continued participation pending a
or received restored benefits in accordance with the State

but who were otherwise ineligible. The sampling unit within
active universe each month is the food stamp household as

specified in FNS regulations.

Weih_

The tabulations in this report are based on a total of 11,113

valid observations. The sample findings have been weighted by
the number of participating households as reported to FNS. Thl

case record weights of several States were adjusted to reflect '

the disproportionately stratified QC sample designs in those
States. 6-

IncomeDecisionRule ?

Several household-level income and deduction variables areboth

reported and can be calculated by summing across person-level
variables. Gross income is the key variable, since the earned

income and excess shelter deductions and net income depend on

gross income, and benefit levels depend on net income. The data

on which this report is based were edited to achieve internal

consistency. The mean values for selected variables broken out ,_

by their calculated or reported values are presented in table
F-1.
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i! Co_mparison to Participation Data

The following data present a comparison of the quality control

sample-based estimates to aggregate program participation data

(excluding Guam and the Virgin Islands):

?

? Winter1988
_ Programdata IQCS sample

Number of households 7,070,434 7,070,815

Number of participants 18,786,156 19,062,833

Value of benefits $935,825,769 $916,824,100

Average household size 2.66 2.69

Average bonus per person $49.81 $48.09

Completion Rates

Failure to _omplete reviews for all cases selected subject to

review can bias the sample results if the characteristics of

unreviewed households are significantly different from those of
reviewed households. While there are no direct measures of such

differences, the ratio of valid observations to sample cases

selected for review provides an indication of the magnitude of

any potential bias. The expected number of cases subject to
review in the sample is based on one-sixth of all cases reported

as subject to review during October 1987 - September 1988.

However, since winter caseloads are larger than caseloads during
other times of the year, this approach probably results in a

slight underestimation of the total expected number and thus a

slight overestimation of the completion rate. The number of

cases selected subject to review, the number of valid
observations, and the estimated completion rates are shown below:

Number of cases selected

subject to review 12,076

Number of cases completed 11,113

Estimated completion rate 92.0%

Even though possibly an overestimate, this completion rate

compares very favorably with other surveys of this nature.
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Appendix Table F-I--Comparison of mean calculated and
reported values for selected variables

of participating households

All
households

(AVERAGES)
Gross income

Calculated $434 $651 $425 $503 $532

Reported 437 651 425 510 528 , <_

Net Income
Calculated 243 372 241 298 338
Reported 236 366 233 293 325

Total Deduction e
Calculated 213 291 193 222 196
Reported 211 282 193 218 197

Benefit
Calculated 130 153 51 174 92 _'
Reported 130 152 52 173 g4

(PERCENTAGES)
Percentwith Zero Gross
Calculated 6.9 0.0 1.1 5.5 0.0
Reported 6.0 0.1 1.1 3.9 0.0

Percentwith Zero Net
Calculated 18.6 12.2 7.3 13.6 3.4
Reported 19.1 12.7 7.7 13.2 5.1

Percent with Hinimum Benefitr
Calculated 6.7 3.0 24.3 0.2 g.6
Reported 6.1 2.4 21.9 0.3 8.g

aEarnedincome includeswages, salaries,self-e_ioyment, farm income,and earned incometax credit.

bHouseholdswith at leastone ment_erage 60 or more.

¢Householdswith at leastone m_nt_erage 17 or less.

dHouseholdswith SSI incomeand no n_Irlnerage 60 or more.

eIncludesearned income,dependentcare,excess shelter,medical,and standarddeductions. The valueof
the standarddeductionand the limiton the excess shelterdeductionvary dependingon region(see appendix
D). Deductionsshown are those to which householdsare entitled. Some of the deductionsmay not have been _._.._
used beforea householdreacheszero net incomestatus.

rHinimumbenefit is $10 for one- or two-personhouseholds. .i_/_

Source: Winter lg_ Food Stanp QualityControlsable.
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i Appendix G--Sampling error of estimates ii

r

The estimates of the characteristics of food stamp households _I
rained in this report are based on a sample of households and i

are therefore subject to statistical sampling error. This

appendix presents estimates of the statistical sampling errors
associated with certain key variables included in the tables in

this report. In addition, it outlines methods for estimating the
standard errors of other variables for which standard errors have

not been directly calculated.

Standard Errors and Confidence Intervals

One important indicator of the magnitude of the possible sampling

error associated with a given estimate is its standard error.
Standard errors measure the variation in estimated values which

would be observed if multiple replications of the sample were

drawn. The magnitude of the standard errors depend on (1) the
degree of variation in the variable within the overall population

from which the sample has been drawn; (2) the design of the

sample, including such issues as stratification and sampling

probabilities; and (3) the size of the sample on which the
estimate isbased.

The standard error of estimates of proportions, sp, based on
simple random samples is given by the formula:

(1) Sp_p(1-p)/(n-1)

where p is the sample estimate of the proportion and n is
the sample size.

Standard errors of estimated numbers of households based on

simple random samples are:

(2) sN = N_p(1-p)/(n-1)

where N is the number of households in the population.

However, the formulasfor the standard errors of simple random

samples do not necessarily provide an accurate estimate for more

complex stratified samples such as the stratified sample design

used for this study. In this appendix, estimates produced by the
formulas above are referred to as "naive standard errors." More

accurate standard errors are provided for key estimates by

107



directly calculating their standard errors through a
method as discussed below. 1

_2

Standard errors can be used to construct confidence

estimated variables. A confidence interval is a range
that will contain the true value of an estimated chara

with a known probability. For instance, a 95-percent
interval extends approximately two standard errors above
below the estimated value for a characteristic and 95-

all confidence intervals will contain the true value. _

The following discussion presents, for a selected set of

estimates, standard errors estimated using the replication

method. It then presents a simple method for approximati
standard errors of estimated numbers of households and

percentages when individual standard errors have not been
estimated.

Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers of Households

The standard errors for selected estimates of Food Stamp

(FSP) households are shown in table G-1. These standard
can be used to compute the 95-percent confidence interval

estimated number of households with a particular characterisl

For example, the estimate in table G-1 of the number of elde
households with zero net income has a standard error of 10.10

thousand and therefore the 95-percent confidence interval
from 85 thousand to 125 thousand, around the point estimate

105 thousand. 2 With such a confidence interval, 95-percent
all intervals constructed in this fashion will contain the truj
value of the variable.

For standard errors not shown in table G-l, the approximate

standard error, SE, of an estimated number can be obtained by

use of the formula: _

(3) SE = sN x d x f i!!

where sN is the naive standard error from either equation (2)

above or from table G-2, d is the average design effect of 1.4t

and f is an adjustment factor from table G-5 that potentially caai

1Standard errors have been estimated using the repl:

sample method described in Leslie Kish, Survey SamDlinq, 1965, _.

127-128. In implementing this approach, the samples used in the

estimation work were divided into 40 replicate subsamples.

2Calculated by rounding to the nearest thousand; (105 - (2 x

10.1)) = 85, and (105 + (2 x 10.1)) = 125. _.
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improve the approximation by partially accounting for the
variation in design effects across subgroups of the sample. 3
The average design effect is the average increase in the size of
the standard error estimated by the replicate method over that of
the naive standard error appropriate for a simple random sample.
Use of the adjustment factor f will generally improve the
approximation when the base of the estimated percentage or number
and the characteristic used in defining the percentage or total
are quite similar to the bases and characteristics shown in table
G-5. In other cases f should be ignored by setting it to 1.0.

For example, to obtain the approximate standard error for the
number of households containing an elderly person with zero net
income, the firststep is to obtain the size of the estimate.
From table 45 of the detailed tables, we see that 105 thousand
elderly households have zero net income. The next step is to
obtain the naive standard error from either equation (2) or less
accurately from table G-2. Using equation (2), the value is 7.81
thousand households. 4 Multiplying 7.81 times the design factor
d of 1.4 produces the first approximation of 10.93. In this case
the same base for the number of households (i.e., with elderly)
and the same characteristic (i.e., zero net income) are defined
in table G-5. Consequently, using the f factor from table G-5
should improve the approximation. Multiplying the first
approximation of 10.93 times the adjustment factor of .92 from
table G-5 produces a second approximation of 10.06. In this case
the approximation can be compared with the specific standard
error estimate from table G-l, 10.10 thousand. The second
approximation happened to be underestimated in this case, but is
closer than the naive standard error of 7.81 thousand (the naive
standard error does not account for sample design effects) and
closer than the estimate based only on the average design effect
(10.93).

3The average design effect is the ratio of the average
standard error computed by the replication method to the average
naive standard error across all cells of table G-5.

4Calculated as;

1433 x _((105/1433) x (1 - (105/1433))/2287) = 7.81

Where 1433 is the estimated number of elderly households, 105 is
the estimated number of elderly with zero gross incomes and 2287
is the sample size of elderly households. Table G-4 is accurate
only for the full sample size of all food stamp households.
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Standard Errors of Estimated Percentaqes

The standard errors for selected estimated percentages of FSP
households are shown in table G-3. As discussed above, these

standard errors can be used to compute the 95-percent interval ·

for the estimated percentage. For example, the estimate in table

G-3 of the percentage of households with children with zero gross
income has a standard error of .34 and therefore the 95-percent

confidence interval extends from 4.8 percent to 5.2 percent,

around the point estimate of 5.5 percent. §

For estimated percentages not shown in table G-3, the-approximate

standard error, SE, can be obtained by the use of the formula: i

(4) SE = sp x d x f

where s? is the naive standard error from equation (1) above or

less accurately from table G-4, d is the average design effect of

1.4, and f is an adjustment factor from table G-5 to improve the

approximation as discussed above.

For example, to obtain an approximate estimate of the standard

error for the percentage of households with children who have

zero net income, the first step is to obtain the estimated

percentage and the size of the base forthe estimated percentage.
From table 51 of the detailed tables we see that 4,331 thousand

households have children. From table 53 of Chapter 4 we see that

13.6 percent of households with children have zero net income.

The next step is to obtain the naive standard error from equation

(1). Using equation (1) the square root of (.136 x .864)/(6860-

1) = _414 percent. Multiplying the naive standard error of .414
times the average design factor of 1.4 times the specific

adjustment factor of .92 from table G-5 produces an adjusted

approximation of .533. In this case the approximation can be

compared with the specific standard error estimate from table G-

3, 0.53. Thus, this approximation is quite close to the actual
estimated standard error.

Standard Errors for Estimated Means

The standard errors for selected estimated means are provided in

table G-6. These standard errors can be used to compute a 95-

percent confidenceinterval. For example, the standard error for

average gross income for all FSP households as shown in table G-6

is 3.30, and its mean is $434. Therefore, a 95-percent

5Calculated by rounding to the nearest tenth of a percent as;

(5.5 - (2 x .34)) = 4.8, and (5.5 + (2 x .34)) = 6.2.
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confidence interval extends between approximately $427 and
$4416

Generalized approximation methods such as those used above work
well for standard errors of estimated numbers and percentages
since the standard errors depend only on the sample size, the
estimated proportion, and the design effects. Generalized
methods are less appropriate for standard errors of means since
the standard error



/q)_cmix TableG-l--Standarderrorsof estimated_rs of food st_ houseJmlcls:winter1988a
(thousands)

Househelds with

Base of estimated Zero gross Zero net -8iniu Earned Elderly Children School-age DiSabled _le
_r income inceme ·benefits inceme children size

A11 FSPhouseholds 23.18 38.42 24.68 '33.39 42.43 47.51 47.13 24.11 11,012

With elderly 4.28 10.10 21.59 8.99 MA 14.60 13.58 MA 2,287

Without elderly 20.99 36.01 12.20 29.02 MA 40.01 40.54 22.16 8,725

With children 14.73 23.18 2.47 26.87 13.27 MA* 28.78 14.95 6,860

With scboolchiidron 14.48 19.63 1.44 23.69 12.77 MA MA 15.15 5,203

Without children 17.09 27.10 25.64 20.32 37.07 MA MA 20.07 4,152

With earnings. MA 13.33 8.07 MA 6.59 18.24 19.10 7.78 2,445

With disabled MA 4.68 7.71 7.38 MA 14.43 14.43 MA 960

astandarderrorscomputedas mmher of householdsin estimatedbase times the standarderrorsof the estimatedpercentagesfrom table G-3.
Standarderrors in tableG-3 were estimatedwith the replicationmethod.
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AppendixTableG-2--Naiveestimatestandarderrorsof
estimated numbersof food stamp households

(thousands) i

Stze of Naive est. of
estimate standard error a

10 2.53

50 5.65

100 7.g6

250 12.44

500 17.27

1.000 23.48

2.000 30.36

3.000 33.30

4,000 33.40

5.000 30.66

6.000 24.16

6.500 18.36

aApplicable when the base of the estimated numberts all food stamp households.

Naive standard error - _p(1-p)/n

where: N - the numberof FSPhouseholds (7,071 thousand)
p - the size of the estimate divided by N
n - the size of sample (11,012)
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AppeodixTable O-3--Standard errors of estjmt_ed Eercefitages
of food st_ houselmlds: winter 1988°

Householdswith
Baseof estimated Zero gross Zero net hJnJme Earned ' EIclerly Children School-age Ofsabl_al

percentaqe Jncmee i__,,m? _ho__fits t_,_A_ chi 1cb-eh

All FSPhouseholds 0.33 0.54 0.35 0.47 0.60 0.67 0.67 0.34

With elderly 0.30 0.70 1.51 0.63 AA 1.02 0.95 AA

Without elderly 0.37 0.6q 0.22 0.51 AA 0.71 0.72 0.39

With children 0.34 0.53 0.06 0.62 0.31 AA 0.66 0.34

With schoolchi ldrea 0.44 0.59 0.04 0.71 0.38 AA AA 0.46

Without children 0.62 0.99 0.94 0.74 1.35 AA AA 0.73

With earnings AA 0.91 0.55 IL_ 0.45 1.25 1.31 0.53

With dialed NA 0.77 1.26 1.21 AA 2.35 2.36 AA

°Standard errors aere estJmtmi using the replication mthcxl for the Winter 1988FoodStmlp Quality Coatrol sample.
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AppendixTable G-4--Naiveestimateof standarderrors of estimated
percentagesof food stamp householdsa

Base of est. Estimated percentaqe
percentage 5 or 95 10 or 90 25 or 75 50

10 5.52 7.60 10.97 12.67

50 2.47 3.40 4.91 5.67

100 1.75 2.40 3.47 4.01

250 1.10 1.52 2.19 2.53

500 0.78 1.08 1.55 1.79 !?

1,000 0.55 0.76 1.10 1.27 il

b
2,000 0.39 0.54 0.78 o.go

3,000 0.32 0.44 0.63 0.73 (
/

4,000 0.28 0.38 0.55 0.63 ti

5,000 0.25 0.34 0.49 0.57

6,000 0,23 0.31 0,45 0.52

7,000 0,21 0,29 0.41 0.48

aApplicablewhen the base of the estimatednumber is all food stamp households.

Naive standarderror - _p{1-p)/n where p equalsestimatedpercentagedividedby 100,

and n is the sample size of 11,012 for all food stamp households.
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Appendix Table G-5--Adjusllimt factors for standard errors of estimated pePcentages
of food stip households: winter 1988a

Households with
Base of estimated Zero gross Zero net Minimum Earned Elderly Children School-age Disabled Average

mmber inceme income benefits income children factor

All FSPhouseholds 0.97 1.05 1.04 0.87 1.12 1.03 1.00 0.91 1.00

With elderly 0.98 0.92 1.20 1.10 NA 1.15 1.12 NA 1.08

Without elderly 0.90 1.04 0.96 0.79 NA 1.08 0.97 0.84 0.94

With children 0.89 0.92 0.68 0.82 1.00 KA 0.93 0.83 0.87

With schoolchildren 1.01 0.93 0.57 0.81 1.01 !IA IIA 0.90 0.87

Htthout children 0.99 1.03 1.15 1.19 1.25 NA NA 1.03 1.11

With earotngs NA 0.98 1.14 NA 0.82 1.18 0.98 1.00 1.02

#ith disabled NA 0.94 0.95 0.94 NA 1.05 1.o7 MA 0.99

Average factor 0.96 0.98 0.98 0.93 1.04 1.10 1.01 0.92 1.98

aThe adjustment factors are defined A/B; whereA - the ratio of the standard error computedby the replication methodto the naive standard
error for the spectftc cell of the table, and B - the ratio of the average standard error computedby the replication methodto the average naive
standard error across aT1 cells.

. : ,~_,,



AppendixTable G-6--StanclardErrorsof Estimatedlleans:winter 1988a _d___,_._;_,_./

Housebo'ldsWith

Base of estimated G_s Net All Total HouseholdCertification AF!)Cb _' Shelter--_-_b deductionbmean income income Benefits deduct, resources size period Earninqsb A GA 55Ib care

All FSP households 3.30 2.94 1.10 1.12 4.76 0.02 0.04 9.61 3.19 4.17 3.60 1.14

With elderly 4.43 5.24 1.67 2.77 12.41 : 0.03 O.Og 30.43 14.33 6.04 0.00 3.35

Witheut elderly 3,69 3,12 1.41 1,18 5,57 0,02 0,G3 9.72 3.17 6.35 3,82 1.04

With chi}dren 3.80 *3,45 1.52 1.50 6.87 0.02 0.04 9.99 3.61 8.28 3.81 1.34

With schoolchildren 4,62 4.06 1.74 1.81 2.93 0.02 0,06 12.06 4.73 8.31 5.07 1.68

' Without chi ]dren 3.59 3,05 0.86 1.80 7.53 0.01 0,08 13.93 5.92 5.22 1.05 2.28

With earnings 10,21 9.40 2.97 2.25 6.03 0.05 0,10 9,61 8.88 15.64 4.13 1,85

With disabled 13.89 14.47 3.56 4.72 11.10 0.09 0.15 45.61 10.11 6.37 c 5.50

aStandard errors were estimated using the replication method.

bFor househo)ds with a non-zero amount.

csampie size too small to make an estimate.
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I Appendix Table G-7--Rangeof standarderrors of mean

amountsexpressedas a percentof the mean amounta

I Number o ou_ Standarderror as _/
in base of mean = erpcent,of____an amount

Avera e_ Lowest' Hi he_

I 7,071 (all FSP households) 1.5g 0.42 3.71 _!

4,331 (householdswith children) 1.84 0.01 11.54

1,458 (householdswith earnings) 2.68 0.77 6.28

612 (householdswith disabled) 5.03 1.48 13.18

aStandard errors were from table G-6 and meanamounts from applicable text tables.

bAverage standard error across all 12 variables in table G-6 expressed as a percent of _.
the mean amount.

CLowest of the standard errors across all 12 variables in table G-6 expressed as a
percentof the mean amount.

dHtghestof the standard errors across all 12 variables in table G-6 expressed as a _
percent of the mean amount.

,e_.Ty,
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Appendix H-Data Collection Instrument
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Appendix I--List of previous reports in this series

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, Summer 1987. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1990

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, Summer 1986. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1988

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, Summer 1985. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1987

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, August 1984. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Analysis and Evaluation

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, February 1983 U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, August 1982. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Analysis and Evaluation

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, August 1981. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1984

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, August 1980. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1981

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, November 1979 U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1981

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, February 1978 U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1980

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, September 1976. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1977

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, September 1975. U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1976

123

?U.S. G0ver.-.men: ?.':n:;n_ 3££i:e : i-_gJ ' 20_-_80 _'Jlt3


	19BD6
	19BD6-002
	19BD6-003
	19BD6-004
	19BD6-005
	19BD6-006
	19BD6-007
	19BD6-008
	19BD6-009
	19BD6-010
	19BD6-011
	19BD6-012
	19BD6-013
	19BD6-014
	19BD6-015
	19BD6-016
	19BD6-017
	19BD6-018
	19BD6-019
	19BD6-020
	19BD6-021
	19BD6-022
	19BD6-023
	19BD6-024
	19BD6-025
	19BD6-026
	19BD6-027
	19BD6-028
	19BD6-029
	19BD6-030
	19BD6-031
	19BD6-032
	19BD6-033
	19BD6-034
	19BD6-035
	19BD6-036
	19BD6-037
	19BD6-038
	19BD6-039
	19BD6-040
	19BD6-041
	19BD6-042
	19BD6-043
	19BD6-044
	19BD6-045
	19BD6-046
	19BD6-047
	19BD6-048
	19BD6-049
	19BD6-050
	19BD6-051
	19BD6-052
	19BD6-053
	19BD6-054
	19BD6-055
	19BD6-056
	19BD6-057
	19BD6-058
	19BD6-059
	19BD6-060
	19BD6-061
	19BD6-062
	19BD6-063
	19BD6-064
	19BD6-065
	19BD6-066
	19BD6-067
	19BD6-068
	19BD6-069
	19BD6-070
	19BD6-071
	19BD6-072
	19BD6-073
	19BD6-074
	19BD6-075
	19BD6-076
	19BD6-077
	19BD6-078
	19BD6-079
	19BD6-080
	19BD6-081
	19BD6-082
	19BD6-083
	19BD6-084
	19BD6-085
	19BD6-086
	19BD6-087
	19BD6-088
	19BD6-089
	19BD6-090
	19BD6-091
	19BD6-092
	19BD6-093
	19BD6-094
	19BD6-095
	19BD6-096
	19BD6-097
	19BD6-098
	19BD6-099
	19BD6-100
	19BD6-101
	19BD6-102
	19BD6-103
	19BD6-104
	19BD6-105
	19BD6-106
	19BD6-107
	19BD6-108
	19BD6-109
	19BD6-110
	19BD6-111
	19BD6-112
	19BD6-113
	19BD6-114
	19BD6-115
	19BD6-116
	19BD6-117
	19BD6-118
	19BD6-119
	19BD6-120
	19BD6-121
	19BD6-122
	19BD6-123
	19BD6-124
	19BD6-125


	Table of Contents: 


